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federal no-call list does. So I think we owe it to the citizens
of Nebraska to adopt this amendment, get a bill passed this
session, and as I said when I opened on my statement here, this
is a balancing act between citizens' privacy in their own
h ome. . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: T ime.

SENATOR BAKER: .. .and business interest. Thank you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Baker. Se nator Smith, y ou
a re r ecogn i zed t o s p e a k .

SENATOR SMITH: T h ank you, Madam President and members. I ri se
i n o p p o s i t i on t o t h e am e n dment b e c a u s e i t i s t oo e n co m pa s s i n g o f
issues. Th ere are some parts of it that I can agr ee t o, some
technical parts tha t de lineate s ome det ails. But I cannot
suppor t t h e $7 , 0 00 f i n e as o pp o s ed t o t h e $ 2,50 0 f i n e .
Twenty-five hundred dollars is a reasonable fine for a situation
like this. And there are mechanisms in the bill that prevent a
trap for the unwary that are. . .from the defense c ertainly if i t
does exist and we might hear that that's a rationale for raising
the f i ne even h i ghe r t o $ 7,000 , b u t i f $ 2 , 5 0 0 d o e sn ' t g e t
someone' s a t t e n t i o n , I ' m n o t co n v i n c e d t h a t $7 , 0 00 wi l l e i t h e r
with ou t p e n a l i z i n g so m e one u n r e a s o n a b l y . An d , r e a l l y , t h e 7 , 0 00
dollar amount is similar to a felony penalty, and this is for a
telephone call. And I want to be reasonable and end up wi th
something t h a t ' 8 us a b l e , t hat ' s un d e r s t a ndab le , a n d I ' m n o t su r e
why Senator Bourne, I did nothing to him, I guarantee you, to
get h i m s t i r r e d u p . I ' m not sur e w ha t h e had f or l unch but
certainly he's a new found conservative that voted for a huge
tax increase but now all of a sudden wants a small government.
And so I ' m n o t su r e wh a t ' s b e h i n d t h a t . Bu t , n one t h e l e s s , I
think we have something very reasonable. Not everyone in the
l obby l i kes t hi s , and so t ha t ' s w h y I f i gur e I ' m o n t he r i ght
t rack . So me f o l k s i n t he l ob b y s w a l l o wed some t h i ng s t h a t t hey
didn' t r eal l y want , but some others, I just couldn't proceed
down the slippery slope of exemptions. And I eve n ha d a
for-profit entity want an exemption based on their work product,
a nd I j u s t co u l d n o t a c ce pt t ha t . An d I t h i n k t h a t we owe i t t o
t he c i t i ze n s t o co me u p wi t h some t h i ng t h a t ' s w o rk a b l e a n d
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