TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

May 21, 2003 LB 743

came out of Telecommunications Committee. What we have here is
possibly something we could calm some citizens that are upset
with us right now, calm them a little bit with this bill. And
what we're trying to do here is obviously balance the privacy
interest of people in their own homes with that of business
trying to market materials and goods and services to us. That,
to me, is what we're about. We're going to have to find a
balance here. Now we're going to have some criticism from the
lobby outside saying we're too restrictive. We don't want to do
this. 1It's restricting charities and nonprofits in particular.
That's where the judgment call is going to come in on this bill

to me. Do you want to go ahead and exempt nonprofits and
501(c) (3)s completely? I don't know. I don't. 1 like the way
the bill is written. I have a small amendment to clarify a

couple of things in there but, personally, I like the way it is,
we not restricting 501(c) (3)s and nonprofits to an extent that I
can s8see is going to harm them. And if we do have to come back
next session, change a few things, that's fine, but I want to
point out in the bill, and this is going to...I'm trying to
paint a broad picture here where we're going to go with this.
Charitable contributions, if the resident...I'm talking about
page 3 of Senator Smith's AM1484, page 3, line 3, it's exempting
a person for the purpose of soliciting a charitable contribution
if the residential subscriber has an affiliation as a member or
alumnus or 1is an existing contributor. That's a pretty broad
exemption already to me; affiliation as a member or an alumnus
or an existing contributor. Whether we want to bronaden that or
not, I don't know. I do not, myself. I think chat's broad
enough and 1 can sympathize with others in this room. I went
back to my apartment the other night to pick up my phone and get
my voi-e messages. National, I think it's Consumer...National
Consumer something or other, nonprofits. The first thing he
said we're a nonprofit organization working with private
citizens to consolidate debt, credit card debt in particular.
It was a recorded message. I took down the 800 number and
called them the next day and did talk to a supervisor, and asked
him how this nonprofit organization stayed in business? Where
do they get their money to make phone calls? The bottom line
was they s8sold their lists to Chase Manhattan Bank. They were
quite straightforward with me. Nonprofit, but in order to stay
in business they were selling this list to...it was the bank,
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