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force shorten the debate on Senator Br own's a m endment. I
t hough t t h a t wa s a l eg i t i ma t e on e , d i d n ' t wan t t o g o t o o f a s t .
But tomorrow is the 70th anniversary o f the TVA and Geor ge
Norris is go ing to make an appearance in Knoxville, Tennessee
t omorrow , b u t h e ' s g ot t o h i t a p l a n e a t 7 : 0 0 i n Om a h a. So h e
whispe re d i n my e a r , l e t ' s g et on t o L B 7 9 0 , d o t h i s t h i n g , an d
then pick up the fights on LB 283 next Tuesday. In this bill is
a grant of authority for the Public Service Commission, and it' s
meant t o b e a g r an t o f au t ho r i t y su f f i c i e n t t o p r o t e ct
ratepayers in this state. The commission shall have full power,
authority and jur isdiction t o reg u late na tural gas, public
utilities and do all things necessary an d con venient fo r the
exercise of such power, authority and jurisdiction. The state
natural gas regulation and all g rants of auth ority s h all be
liberally construed and all incidental powers necessary to carry
into effect the provisions of the act are expressly granted and
conferred to the commission. In oth er words, we say to the
Publi c Se r v i c e Com m i s s io n , y o u h a v e t h e p o w e r t o r eg u l a t e t h e
natural gas industry, a power that now resides only partly wit h
our cities. Our cities can control rates, which they do on rare
occasion, but th e y don 't have powers with respect to services
and t e r m s o f c o nd i t i o n s . An d t h i s wi l l c o n so l i d a t e t ha t p o we r
in the PSC. So it's a significant grant of authority and it is
a l l t h e au t h o r i t y n e ce s s a r y f o r t he PSC t o d o a g oo d j o b an d
protect ratepayers and to be fair to utilities. It does not
s hortchange the PSC in any significant way. It gets the rig ht
body o f p owe r s . I t a l so ha s r u l e - a n d re g - ma k i n g au t h o r i t y .
The system is f inanced, i n e ss ence, by user pay s, m eaning
u t i l i t y p a y s , i n t wo wa y s : Fi r s t , t o co v e r t he o ng o i ng
expenses, a quarterly a ssessment fo r those people w ho are
sel l i ng na t u r a l g a s i n t h e s t a t e a s a n i n ve st o r - o w n ed ; a nd t h en
if you come in for a special case that req uires inv estigation,
the utility p ays t he inv estigation costs. So this is not a
public expense in the sense of the G e neral Fu nd. This b ill
allows for ra te flexibility. In t he event the Public Service
C ommission is persuaded that banded rates or a different way o f
doing r a t e a n a l y s i s c ou l d b e d o n e , t h e PSC h as au t h o r i t y t o
consider alternative new flexible ways of handling rates because
t his is a relatively fast-changing field. This bill will also
have a un i que element that no other state has, which is called
t he mun i c i p a l o p t - o u t . Th e mun i c i p a l op t - ou t s ay s t h i s . Whe n a
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