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pol ic y i f we w e r e t r y i ng t o an t i c i pa t e ever y t h i ng t hat t he
voters mi ght try to p lac e on a b allot. But if in fact you
t hought t h a t t h e y m i gh t l i m it t he po wer o f t he Legi s l at u r e i n
t he f ut u r e on t ax i nc r eas e s , t hen i n f ac t wh a t w e s h o u l d b e
doing today is raising our rates significantly higher and then
consciousl y t ak i ng vot e s t o l ow e r t h e m on l y o n e y e a r a t a t i me ,
just to make sure that we could always go as high as we n eed.
So that, I don't believe, is a valid argument. I think that tax
policy, again, should be set year by year, or certainly cycle by
cycle , and a f ou r - ye a r c yc l e i s suf f i c i e nt f or us t o r eex a mine
t he economy at that t ime. I am in suppo r t o f the Brow n
amendment. Thank you , Senator Brown, for bringing it. Thank
y ou, Nr . S p eaker .

S PEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Redfield. Se na tor Baker o n
the Brown amendment.

SENATOR BAKER: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. I a lso rise
i n su p p or t of Se n a t o r B r o wn ' s amendment . I t hi nk , wi t ho u t t h i s
amendment, it makes it much too comfortable for a whole group of
new senators coming in down th e ro ad here with term lim its
f acing us . I j u s t . . . I t h i nk w e n e e d t o , i f no t hi n g el s e , put
them on the spot. They need to understand that they' re going to
have to look at the rates. All we' re asking here is to allow it
to go back to five percent. And maybe they won't have to do
a nyth i n g . I d o n ' t kn ow . Bu t i t ' s c e r t a i n l y g o i n g t o p u t t h em
on notice that they' re going to have to do something if t h ey' re
short of revenue and need the tax. So I...if it was up to me, I
think I'd sunset most everything. As Senator Redfield said, I
think we need to go back and look at a lot of what we do, mo r e
o ften t han we d o, wi t ho u t s u n s et s o n i t . So I r i se i n sup p o r t
o f Senato r B r o wn' s a mendment . I appr ec i a t e h e r b r i ng i ng t hi s .
It was something I was going to do anyway. And I certainly
support it. And as I said, I think without it, it's going to
make things much, much too comfortable for a group of, what is
it, 20 senators at least,...new senators will be in in 2006.
I t ' s f our year s . I t g i v e s p l e n t y o f t i me t o r un . Peop l e ca n
anticipate it well in advance that they' re going to have to take
a look at this if they need to. Perhaps it will simply remain
at t h e f i v e p e r c e n t ra t e i f t ha t ' s wha t ne e d s t o b e d on e . Bu t I
rise in support of it. And I thank Senator Brown for bringing
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