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o f r e a s o n s . I n f a c t , i t h a s p r o b l e m s o f t h e n a t u r e . . .of s u c h a
nature that the Census Bureau itself states the official poverty
measure should be interpreted as a statistical yardstick rather
t han a c o m p l e t e de s c r i p t i o n o f wh a t p eo p l e a nd f ami l i e s n e e d t o
l i v e . An d s o i t ' s sa y i n g , i n sh o r t , wha t p e op l e ha v e kn ow n f o r
a long t i m e , t ha t t he f ede r a l po v e r t y s t a n d a r d i s comp l e t e l y
inadequate. It says the most significant shortcoming of the
federal poverty measure is that for most families in most places
i t i s s i m p l y n ot h i gh e n o u gh ; t h at i s , t he r e ar e ma ny f ami l i e s
with incomes a b ove t he pove rty line who , nonetheless, lack
suff i c i e n t r e so u r ce s t o m e e t t he i r ba s i c ne e d s , a nd a s a r e su l t
many of the a ssistance programs use a multiple of a poverty
standard to measure need, a m ultiple of the poverty standard t o
measure need. Por ex ample, depending upon the state, Medicaid
i s ex t en d e d t o f ami l i e s wi t h i n c om es a t o r b e l o w 3 0 t o
200 percent o f the federal poverty threshold. So the federal
poverty standard doesn't even make sense to the people that u se
it, in terms of the abso lute s t andard. The standard is
increased to measures between 30 and 200 percent, and recognized
in most states. ..it's recognized in most states that Medicaid is
not adequate simply at the poverty level f or those w ho need
medical c a r e . I n Neb r a sk a , ch i l d r e n a re e l i g i bl e f or Ki ds
Connection up to 185 percent of the poverty le vel . Now the
minimum wage he r e in Nebraska doesn't bring you anywhere near
185 percent of the poverty level, so al l o f our wo rkers out
there who are not h igh school kids but who have minimum wage,
who are at minimum wage or thereabouts, in fact, you can see
that fust with regard to Kids Connection we recognize that they
can be on a state program even though they' re out there working
8 hours a day , 4 0 d a y s . . . 4 0 h ours a week, 5 0 weeks a ye a r . And,
in fact, a g reat many of t hem who have two or more kids to
support and who may have been one of a great many people who
have been visited by a divorce and are single parents, are being
forced into situations where they have to have more than...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR BE U T L E R : ..one job in order to get to a livable level
for t heir children. And you can imagine t h at whe n you force
Americans who are already pretty hard working into situations
where they' re taking care of kids and having to hold a s econd
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