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pay at the bottom end enough so t hat we could expect
independent, well-disciplined people to provide for themselves,
and that we, the government, the people, would not be
able...would not be expected to provide for those people except
perhaps for short periods of severe stress not caused by their
faul t , acc i de n t , di sea s e . For peop l e a t t he lo we r en d o f t he
income scale, of course, a severe accident or a severe disease
means t ha t t h e y d on ' t . . . do e sn ' t me a n t h a t t he y d i p i n t o t h e i r
savings because there cannot be, and with the minimum wage being
what it is there are no savings, but it means, in fact, that
they go immediately upon welfare or on food stamps or have to
rely once again on childcare or other government programs. So
the standard that they set up differs from what they call the
off i c i a l pov e r t y s t an d a rd . By t hat , t hey mean t he f eder a l
poverty standard. It's calculated somewhat...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : ...differently and, again, it looks for a
c alculation with regard to Nebraska families and then i t loo k s
further into seeing how various public work supports public
policies, child support and other available resources can help
families move towards self-sufficiency. And they are fairly
candid in pointing out that there are some problems with the
poverty line and those problems I' ll get into here on my next
opportunity to speak.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, you' re recognized, and th is
will be your third time, Senator,...

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ok ay .

SENATOR CUDABACK: .. .outside of closing.

SENATOR BEUTLER: I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o s ee wh at t h e y h av e t o sa y
about the federal poverty guidelines because they are somewhat
c r i t i ca l , i n e f f ec t . Ther e o b v i o u s l y h a s t o be some k i nd o f
system used to c ome up with the standards, something short of
interviewing each and every person out there, and so w hat we
traditionally turn to is the federal poverty measure and that
measure though has become increasingly problematic for a variety
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