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S ENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Well, I know an awful lot o f peo ple tha t
come from rural Nebraska and come into the cities and work for
some of these businesses did very, v ery well. T hat would be m y
o pin i o n .

SENATOR BEUTLER: That 's not what the statistics will tell you
nationally, though, at all, or even in Nebraska.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAN: The statistics would...I know that yo u' re
going to tell me the gap got wider. Is that what you' re trying
t o s a y ?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Yes, in...the problem has several d imensions,
but, yes, the gap got wider also.

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: So you don' t...you don't think that in the
n inet i e s t h a t w a ges went u p a t a l l i n cor po r a t e A mer i c a ?

S ENATOR BEUTLER: Oh, I think wages went up in many places, bu t
there were m any wor kers di splaced wh o went to d iff erent
lower-level paying jobs. Inflation also took away much of what
was gained by the lower income people in term of wage increases.
They didn't keep up with inflation during the eighties or the
nineties or the two periods taken together, and so the actual
purchasing powe r of what t he lo we r f i f t h o f t he i ncom e l e v e l s
had was l e s s . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .than what they had had before

SENATOR CUNNINGHAN: Well , purchasing power, some o f that is
because of the...all of the regulations that we put out through
society. Everything costs more because of that and you get less
purchasing po wer. I mean , I ' m a f i r m bel i eve r t ha t we ne e d l e ss
regulation and less government, and I know i t's a to tal
phi l osoph i ca l di f f er e n ce , b u t . . .

SENATOR BEUT L E R : Well, it's not a total philosophical
d i f f e r e n c e . I b e l i ev e i n t h a t t o o . An d o v e r t he c ou r se o f t h i s
sess i on , Se n a t o r , I b e t we h av e n ' t d i f f e r e d on t ha t i n o n e o r
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