
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

L B 6 0 8May 21 , 2 0 0 3

t h i s t h en ?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Wel l , when you put one wage, one wage out
there, you might have somebody sweeping the f l oor com pared to
somebody on the highest end, and maybe the person sweeping the
f loor may not get that kind of a wage depending.. they might be
a high school kid. You know, you just can't put a minimum wage
l i k e t h a t f o r a l l j ob s . Tha t wou l d b e my i mp r e s s i o n . I b e l i e v e
m ost of these companies in my area, they' re good companies t o
work for . You r e ferenced the Appleseed Center. I' ve seen the
report put out by the Appleseed Center. You know, I ' ve heard
them say th a t the be st w ay to grow the economy is to grow
government, pay more taxes, have more programs, get more grants,
a nd t h a t ' s a p h i l o s op h i c a l d i f f e r en c e . I j u s t p h i l os op h i c a l l y
don't believe t h at, a nd I gu ess we ' re never go ing to get
t oget he r o n t h a t , bu t . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER: Are you going t o vote against this Bromm
amendment, Senator?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: Well, I don ' t know. I don 't like the
minimum wage in any portion.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Are you going to move to take it out?

SENATOR CUNNINGHAM: I don't know at this time what I'm going to
do. Senator Chambers is looking at me funny h e re. I really
don't know . I don 't lik e it . I don 't like a minimum wage
anywhere. But I would tell you that I honestly f eel t he best
way to help employees and help people make more money is to have
government get of f t hei r back , get of f t he r egu l a t i o n . Let
business make money; they' re going to pay more money. The y' re
going to get more benefits. Now I'm going to dwell you that
isn't every business Some businesses are bad actors, there' s
no doubt about that, but most businesses, in my mind, are going
to pay more when they do better. You can respond to that.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor, why then, during t he 199 0s, wh en
business was do ing bet ter than it ever done in the history of
the nation, did the poor people get poorer?
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