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l eve l bu t i t came do wn t o t he c o u n t y l eve l , and t h a t s t u d y i s
part of the basis for the differentiation between the rural wage
that is being put into Senator Brcem's amendment and the urban
wage that is proposed by this particular amendment. S o this
figure that you' re being given and which is being recommended to
you i s , aga i n , not ra di ca l i n any sen s e a nd I assu me I do n ' t
have to convince you of that because you' re more than willing to
put that into the revised LB 270 program as it applies to the
rural program. So the difference in the cost of living between
t he r u ra l ar e a s a n d t h e u r b a n a r ea s ha s been p r ov e n ove r and
over and over again, so the difference between the rural wage
that's been established in the LB 270 prog ram and wha t I'm
suggesting to you in this amendment should not be shocking or
surprising in any way. There are, because of the structure of
the amendment, it was necessary to make the change in a couple
of d i f f er e n t p l ac e s an d I w o u l d i nd i c a t e t o you . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .that we also retain, in the amendment, the
adjustment calculation that pertains to the LB 270 minimum wage,
that is the ...as you m ay rec all, for the rural minimum wage
after the first year, then each January 1 after t hat y ou take
the current rural Nebraska average weekly wage and divide it by
the rural Nebraska average weekly wage for 2003 and the result
is multiplied by, in the case of the rural wage, $8.25, and each
year then the factor is adjusted in order to continue to...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...make it fair over time, at least as
compared to all other wages, which hopefully reflect some...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ime. T i me, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: .. .some relationship to inflation.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T ime, Senator Beutler. Thank you. ( Vis i t o r s
i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i s cu s s i o n o f t h e Beu t l e r ame nd m e n t ,
AN2058, to AM 2005 . Senato r Beu tler, your light is first,
followed by Senator Chambers and Cunningham. Senator Chambers,
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