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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 608Nay 21 , 2 0 0 3

SENATOR RAIKES: Th a n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler on your amendment.

SENATOR BEUTLER: You know, there were several things I wanted
t o t a l k a b ou t t h a t se e m t o b e k ' nd o f i ns i nuat i o n s ou t t her e
that simply aren't true. First of all, under the program as it
would be set up, no member of the L egislature w ould hav e any
access to confidential information. That information, as with
the Auditor's Office, and as w ith the Department o f Rev enue
i t s e l f , wo u l d b e f o r t h e e y e s on l y o f t h o s e s t a f f p e r so n s w h o
were d o i n g t h e au d i t . So I wou l d n ' t se e a n y i n f o r ma t i o n ,
neither would Senator Engel or Senator Wehrbein or Senator Bromm
o r a ny b o d y e l s e o n t he co m m i t t e e . I t wou l d j u s t be t he s t a f f .
And frankly, I think it's a little insulting to sit here and say
that our staff i s le s s tru stworthy t han the Depa rtment of
Revenue staff or the Auditor's Office staff. T h ey' re good
people. They' re honest people. T hey can keep a s ecret. I
d on' t t h i n k t h ey sh ou l d b e t r e a t e d d i f f e r e n t l y a s . . . t h a n t h e
s taff for other offices. Another thing that I t h ink is wo rt h
pointing out. Senator Raikes rightfully points out, Senator
L andi s s e c o n d s , t h e i d ea t ha t wh a t we wa n t t o kn o w u l t i ma t e l y i s
t he compar i son o f h o w m u c h ben e f i t we ' r e get t i ng f r om t hi s
program for the state as a whole, as compared to the cost of the
program. But the cost of the program is an important element.
A nd if the program is not being properly administered, which i s
what your performance evaluation would tell you, you can't know
whether the costs are as they should be. An d without knowing
whether the costs are as they should be, you don't have a valid
comparison between the costs and the benefits. So pe rformance
audit is a kind of an underlying assumption that you...underlies
the assumption that you have good cost...good cost analysis.
You have to have that first. So those are a couple of responses
I wanted to make. And I would be interested in anybody else' s
response to those particular points. I think one of the things
that is creating difficulties here is t hat there's so me
misunderstanding about the types of audits that are performed.
and what they mean. And I just wanted t o read a descr iption
here. Th is is out of the government auditing standards, the
1 994 revision, which is a very good piece. A nd there 's also
another go o d p i ece . I t ' s cal l ed aud i t i ng f or l egi s l at or s , or
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