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t hat i s , t ha t t he De pa r t m en t o f Re v e n ue i s f ol l owi ng t he
statutes in how it regulates and how it operates the...not just
the LB 775 program, but a l l of t he p r o g rams in t h e Department o f
Revenue . Tha t ' s bee n th e b i g omi s si on . I t ' s not j us t t he
LB 775 pr ogram. It's the Department of Revenue. S o ...and I
might say that it's not just about compliance with the statutes.
It starts with compliance with the statutes, but it also goes to
the question of rules and regulations and how they relate to the
statutes , an d h o w t hey ar e bei ng f o l l ow ed , t he r ul es and
regulations as they' ve been set up by the various departments,
including, again, the Department of Reve nue. So those two
functions in particular, monitoring the statutes and monitoring
the rules and regulations, I think are the two paramount reasons
for wanting this function to be in place. And I think th e
publi c w o ul d b e gr a t e f u l t o u s t o k n ow t h a t a t l e a s t we hav e t he
authority to oversee these programs, whether or not we exercise
i t . I t hi nk i t wi l l be st unn i n g t o t he m t o he a r , i f t he y ha p p e n
to hear, that not only do we not know whether these benefits and
incentives ar e wor thwhile ov e r a l l , not onl y can w e n ot do t hat
analysis , but w e can ' t eve n t e l l them whether t h e D epartment o f
Revenue is properly running the program in accordance with the
statutes. It just see m s fundamental to me that they would
expect us t o h ave th a t ab i l i t y , t hat t hey wo u ld want u s t o have
that ability. I can't imagine any common citizen saying, no,
don' t w an t y o u t o do t h a t . So t h i s i s ou r opportunity t o do
that. And I hope you will see fit to put th is revised
v ersion . . .

SENATOR CL%ABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...into place. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. You' ve heard the
opening on AM2054, S e nator B e utler, t o AM 20 05. Open fo r
discussion on that ame ndment. Senat o r Lan dis, followed by
Senators Brashear and Raikes. S enator Landis.

SENATOR LANDIS: Mr . Speaker, me mbers o f the Leg is lature,
Senator Beutler said this is our opportunity to do this piece.
There may be a reason to it. U nderstand, the program evaluation
says, you' re following the law, or you' re not. And there is a
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