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SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler to open on AN205o to AN2005.

SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
t his is a rev ised am endment on performance a u diting, a n d
allowing the Legislature to do i ts usual job of performance
auditing with the Department of Revenue. Senator Brown b rought
up a po int with regard to some language on page 12 of the bill
which w o u l d h a v e a l l o w e d t h e De p a r t m en t o f Re v e nu e t o d e c i d e
whether to gi ve a name , or to give an identification number
instead of a name, so that confidentiality wa s p ro tected. I
think Senator Brown didn't like that provision, so that's fine.
We eliminated the alternative, and simply in d icated t hat in
those c ases the department wo uld gi ve an anon ymous
i den t i f i c a t i o n n u m b er , so t h at t h e c o r r e l a t i o n b e t we e n t ax
returns and other documents could be m ade by means of an
anonymous identification number. And beyond that, the amendment
is pretty much the same. But as far as I could discern from the
debate t h at we h a d p r ev i ou s l y , t h e o n l y r at i o n a l o b j e c t i on
expressed during the debate, in my opinion, was Senator Brown's
objec t i o n . And we ' r e c l ea r i n g t h a t u p . An d so I wo u l d
reiterate to you and submit for your consideration again what
should b e a f u n d am e n t al j o b o f t he l e g i s l a t i ve b r a n ch o f
government. You know , we had a deb ate some time ago as to
whether the Auditor should be do in g per formance a udits, or
whether the Leg islature should be doing them. And you voted
q ui t e d e c i s i v e l y t h a t i t s ho u l d be i n t h e h an d s o f t he
Legislature. And there was considerable talk at that particular
point in time about the fact that we don't have as full-blown a
performance audit function as we should have. And during t h ese
hard t i m e s , we r e a l l y s ho u l d h av e t e a t k i nd o f f u n c t i o n , s o t h a t
we c an b e t a k i n g a h a r d l oo k a t g o v e r n m en t i n e f f i c i e n c i e s , t h a t
we should be doing it on a more ongoing basis, year in and y e a r
out , a n d d o i n g a re a l l y t l t r o ug h j o b o f t ha t du r i n g t h e i n t e r i m,
so that w e have p ie ces to submit to the Legislature when the
next legislative session comes around. And we' re going to try
to do that. The staff is all excited about rejuvenated effort.
They' ve re wr i t t e n a l o t o f t h e i r pr o c e du r e s t o b r i n g t h em u p t o
date , t o b r i ng t o bea r a l l t h e e x p e r i en c e t h e y ' v e h a d i n t h e
fi r s t ye a r s o f p e r f o r ma n c e au d i t i n g . Th e y h a v e up p e d t h e
standar ds , i n t h e se n se o f pu t t i ng i n t o o u r s t a t u t e , an d w e' r e
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