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components are in our amendment also. The wages component, the
i dea of hav i ng a l eve l o f i nve st m e nt , t he i de a o f hav i n g a
minimum number o f e mp l oyees , h a v i n g t hr e e y e a r s ' comn i t men t t o
stay on the project. I mean, certainly we could wait and do
this after a bill next year. But

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SPEAKER BRONN: . . .you' ve been here a long time, arid I' ve been
here awhile, and we all know that we don't always have. . .some of
these i d eas deve lop when b i l l s ar e on t he f l oor an d w e ' re i n t he
process of discussing them. And I think this is a good idea for
rural Nebraska to try. And in the straits that we' re in, in our
economy, I t h i nk i t wou l d be ver y , ve ry un f o r t u n a t e n o t t o do
i t . Bu t ce r t a i n l y we a l l h av e t o d o wha t we t h i n k we n e ed t o
d o, a nd so I u nd e r s t an d t h a t . Bu t I s t r o n g l y u r ge t ha t we do
not a d op t t h i s ame n dment • a n d t ha t we d o p r o c e e d wi t h t h i s , wh a t
I think is a little bit of a novel idea to tr y to hel p r ural
N ebraska . Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Bromm. S enator Baker.

SENATOR BAKER: T h ank you, President Cudaback and members. I 'm
going to sort of lay out where I am from a rural standpoint, as
a rural senator on the Revenue Committee. W e advanced, of
course, the comnittee amendments for the bill when we a dvanced
this out. And we had st ricken LB 270 provisions out of the
bi l l , i t wa s n o t i n co mmi t t e e amendments , f o r t he t r ad e - o f f t hat
we would l o wer t h e t hr e s h o l d i n t he ru r a l count i es t o qu al i f y
for LB 775 It seemed to work, made sense to me as a rural
Senator. When we stripped that all out, and where we are now, I
stand in support of the Bromn amendment, because I think it' s
foolish not to do something for the rural sector out there now
that we are not doing. And that's why I support where we a re.
We had lowered the threshold in LB 775. And we eliminated all
t ha t i n t he c omn i t t e e a m e ndments . Now wi t h t h e B r om n a mendment ,
I have to stand in support of what we ' re do ing. It does
provide...there's a wage component in it , a minimum wage,
various s t i pu l a t i o n s t h a t i f t hey do n ' t mee t t he c r i t er i a or
maintain the criteria after three years, then they have to pay
back the various incentives. So I think it's a good compromise,

7559


