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G eneral F i l e pr e t t y car e f ul l y . LB 608 c ame ou t o f t he Reve n u e
Committee a strong, tough bill. And every effect on General
Pile was to reduce that. Now there was one place where a stand
was made and this is exactly the one. Senator Beutler is right.
By t h e way , i n a d i f f e r e n t co n t e x t , i n f ac t o n G e n era l Fi l e , I
was a supporter of that. I was supporter of the committee, and
i t ' s h i gh e r . I n f a c t we s t a r t ed o v e r wi t h a $ 9 . An d t h e
p roponent s o f wa g e ca l cu l a t i o n s , am o n g my s e l f , I t h i nk Se n a t o r
Thompson wa s such a supp orter, S enator H a rtnett, S enator
Beutler, Senator Chambers and others who wanted this, came down
to $8 . 7 0 . Wh a t h a p pens i f th er e i s an am endment to s t r i ke t h i s
and adopt the committee...the amendment o f Beut ler, i n th is
case, and the n we get another amendment that says, you know,
let's drop this because $8.70 is coamercially unfeasible, it
should be $7 . 50? How do I sto p that auction'? I stop the
auction by saying the whole fight is done another time. Well ,
one of them says, you know, you' re right. Now that we' ve
b rought LB 775 back to the mix, we really need t o m eet LB 7 7 5
wo". k in rural ar eas a n d we need to have not 30 employees OU't
t here b u t 1 0 em p lo y e e s . Le t ' s j u s t do t h a t j u s t t o ma k e su r e
it's balanced. We did this thing that Senator Beutler wanted,
now let's get another balance over here on LB 775 and let's do
t hat , l et ' s dr op do w n t h ose s t a n dar ds . Or i t cou l d b e, w a it a
second, we did something that Senator Beutler and the supporters
o f people who wanted to bell the cat of LB 775 got their way o n
wages, shouldn't w e dro p the inv estment from $3 million to
$ 1 mi l l i on t o ma k e su r e i t ' s b a l a n ce d . An d t h e wa y I ' m g o i n g t o
f i gh t t h os e a m e ndments , s ho u l d t h e y eve r c ome , i s b ec a u s e I ' m
going to say, no, we are going to do LB 775 another day. And
t he g e n e r a l e f f e c t o f wh a t ' s ha p p n ed o n t h e f l o o r i s t ha t
myself, as a person who wanted to tax LB 775, disclose LB 775,
raise wages and include benefits, and strike out the meatpacking
industry with its history of exploiting workers, w as that I g o t
beat at every tur n beca use this body didn't want to do those
four things. And I'm a little leery i f we sta rt an auct ion
here . I wan t t o com e b a c k an o t h e r d ay . I n f a c t , I t h i n k I n ee d
t he p u b l i c t o t u r n up t h e h ea t o n a l l o f u s i f we ' r e go i ng t o d o
better because I don ' t th ink we did a very sterling job this
year. And a little time, and a little heat, and a little public
anger is not bad from my perspective because I thi n k it will
turn the heat up on LB 775. So delaying is not bad for me from
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