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o ther hand, you might ask, well, if you' ve got a pro gram th a t
doesn't work, there's a way t o f ix that without putting in
another program. You could just end it. But I chink he's got
some good points to make there. But the second point, and this
a ddresses a little bit, I think, the issue Senator Beutler w a s
raising, in some sense, he suggested this as a precedent setting
program for other economic development efforts the state might
undertake, including revisions, I guess, of LB 775. One
i mportan t com ponent of t hat i s t he f und i n g f o r i t i s capp e d u p
front. There is only so much money that would go A second,
and maybe this is not in decreasing order of importance, and
second is that there is a wage requirement in the program, which
is an important precedent. The third is that the credits are
refundable. I continue to have concerns about how that might
work and what t h a t m i g h t l ea d t h e s t a t e i nt o as f ar as t r y i ng t o
r etrieve refundable credits gone bad. But be that as it m ay .
There is one other thing, though, that I would like to mention
t hat I t hi nk w o u l d b e a n i m p o r t an t p r e c e dent i n t er m s o f a m o d e l
economic effort, if you will, and that is t hat there is som e
opportunity to be se le ctive about the projects that the state
would e n d o r s e o r p r ov i d e i n ce n t i v e f u nd s f o r . No w l e t me b a c k
up. LB 775 sup porters w ould arg ue that, we ll, the re are
precedents. You have to do so many jobs and so much investment
and so on and so forth, which is true. But that'8 it. There is
no opportunity for screening. And let me give you this sort of
an example. The re was an ec onomic d e velopment m eeting t h is
morning in Lincoln, and economic development is a big concern in
Lincoln. A p lan was being proposed and I didn't hear them say
that, look, in terms of economic development w e ough t to go
after anybody. We don't c~re what interested...industry it is,
what kind of a job it is, whether we got compatible services and
utilities to go along with it, we j ust want. .we wan t t he
business, the jobs, no matter what. T h at's not the way it' s
done. I think these efforts are very much targeted. Tha t , I
t hink , i s a di f f i cul t y you h a v e i n t he s t a t e get t i ng i nvo l v e d i n
like economic development, particularly the way we do it now.
Because as long as you meet those requirements that are in
statute, and they have to be somewhat vague and somewhat broad,
then you' re in. The credits are yours. T h ere have been some
efforts to say, well, okay, it's a meatpacking plant. We will
draw the line there. You can't do it if y ou' re a mea tpacking
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