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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 608N ay 21 , 2 0 0 3

S PEAKER BR O MN : . . . p i e cemealed out , t he n t h a t w o u l d n o t b e t he
case. But if they sell the business and I acquire the business,
I take the benefits as well as the obligations of the business.

ThankS ENATOR CHANBERS: Okay. And that answers what I h a d.
y ou, Nr . P r e s i d e n t .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Chambers. Senator Beutler
on the Bromm amendment.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I feel terribly, terribly disappointed with the way this has
gone. And I g uess as long as we' re all talking about general
conceptua l t hi n g s a n d t h e t ot al i t y o f t he p i c t u r e h e r e , I ' d j u st
as well give my totality picture, so you know where I'm coming
from on these var ious a m endments. If we adopt the Bromm
amendment and do nothing else, this bill is not about LB 775
anymore. The r e i s abs o l u te l y n o th i n g i n i t t hat ha s a n y t h i n g t o
do with LB 775, if you adopt the Bromn amendment. When we began
this year, the public was cia:noring that we do something about
LB 775. LB 608 was filed, and we all thought we were going to
do our very best on LB 775, And we worked, what, three or four
different days, for many hours, struggling to make some better
world out of this whole LB 775 system. And it was a struggle.
But this compromise, quote-unquote, that has come forth now,
w hat i s i t ex act l y t hat t he p r o p onent s o f L B 7 7 5 , t h a t t he l ob b y
of LB 775 has given up? They haven't given up anything. From
my perspect i v e , t he y h a v e n ' t gi ve n u p a n y t h i n g a t a l l . And I
don't know how you can call that a compromise. Well, you can
s ay there are some precedents put into this version o f LB 2 7 0 ,
LB 270 restructured, if that's what this is. But I don't think
those precedents have any value vis a vis the Omaha Chamber of
Comnerce. I thin k Se nator Natzke had a rural development
program earlier that had wages in it , for example, minimum
wages. But that precedent is apparently doing us no good this
time around on LB 775. It is the w age s tha t are the most
i mportan t i t e m , a n d I wo u l d t hi n k t he m i n i mum i t e m t ha t o u gh t t o
come out of this with regard to LB 775. If the LB 775 level of
wages, that is in the bill currently, will be transferred into
the Bromm amendment, if t hat minimum wage is good enough for
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