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namely, t he ut i l i t i es , pa y, a n d t he y ' r e g o i n g t o p a y f or t hei r
own regul a t i o n r at h e r t h a n a G e nera l F und c o s t . I t wi l l be par t
of what you and I pay in our rates, because we' re going to be
paying for the system of regulation by which our utilities go
o f f a nd g e t ap p r ov a l f o r t he r a t e s t h a t t he y ' r e g o i n g t o ch a r g e
u s f r o m t h e P S C On e o f t h e t h i n g s we n e ed i s s ome s t a r t - u p
money. The start-up mo ney needs to come on a loan from the
General Fund, which will be repaid. The authority t o l ev y
against the ut i lities w ill g o int o place with the bill, but
we' ll need three months of work by the PSC for which there w i ll
be no mor ey, be cause there will be no assessment and we won' t
have an y m o ney f r om t h e u t i l i t i e s f o r t ha t t i me . So o n e p a r t o f
the A bill is essentially a $100,000 loan from the General Fund
t hat w i l l b e p a i d b a ck b y t n e mo n e y t a k e n i n f r om t he u t i l i t i e s .
So t h e r e ' s n o Ge n e r a l Fu nd b a l a n ce i mp a c t , a l t h ou g h t h e r e i s
$ 100,000 of borrowing for start-up costs, so that you c a n have
the services o f getting the PSC ready before their assessment
system is up and running. For the year, however, the PSC n eeds
to be granted authority to raise the assessments and then, once
they' ve got the assessments, to spend the m oney . So there ' s
authority to spend $370,000 in the coming year and that's what' s
i n LB 7 9 0 A. Now , o n e o f t h e t h i ng s I wa n t t o ma k e su r e o f
between now and Select File is i f t h e start -up cost is
sufficient, o r if in fact we need to do something more on the
s ta r t - u p c os t s o n t h e l o a n a n d t h e l oa n r e p a y men t i n t h a t f i r s t
cyc le , a nd I ' l l c h ec k t h a t wi t h t he PS C e x e c u t i v e d i r e c t o r , An d y
Pollock . I may be ba c k w i t h a n a mendment, bu t at t hi s t i me I ' m
a sking f o r t he a d v a ncement o f L B 7 9 0Z., wh ich ha s t wo el em e n t s :
number one, asking for the authority to spend the money that
will be assessed against the utilities, $370,000; and $100, 000
o f l o a n w h i ch wi l l b e r e p a i d t o t h e Ge n e r a l Fu n d so t ha t t h e PSC
can start up and do its work even before the assessment process
h as y i e l ded money f r o m t h e u t i l i t i es . Than k y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Landis. You' ve heard the
openin g o n t h e a dv a n c e ment o f L B 7 90 A. Op en f o r d i s cu s s i o n o f
that motion. Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
b efor e I c ha r a c t e r i s t i ca l l y f o r g e t som e c i v i l i t i e s t hat I a l way s
intend to articulate, I want to say thank you to Senator Landis
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