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do, the production limit for farm wineries right now is 15 ,0 00
g al l o n s a y e a r . Th i s wo u l d b e c ha n g e d t o 3 0 , 00 0 g a l l o n s a y e a r .
Fi f t e e n t h ou s a n d wa s q u i t e a n a r b i t r a r y f i g u r e wh e n t h a t wa s
chosen originally. And because of the growth of these wineries,
t he lower level could be a very real imp ediment to the i r
p roduc t i o n b e f o r e ve r y l on g . Th e ame n d me n t . . t h e co m m i t t e e
amendment d o e s t wo o t h e r t h i n g s . An d I wi l l al l ow Se na t o r
Janssen to explain those to you. So thank you, Nr P resident.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you. Senator Hudkins. You' ve heard the
opening on LB 536. There are committee amendment s, offered by
t he Genera l A f f a i r s Com mi t t e e . Se na t o r J a n s s e n t o op e n o n t h o s e
a mendments .

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. The comm i ttee a m endments m ake three changes.
First, it strikes the branch outlet change from the bill. The
bi l l wou l d ha v e a l l o we d fa r m wi n e r i e s t o ha v e mo r e t h a n o n e
branch outlet for sampling. The second change is, it chan ges
the funding mechanism for Nebraska Grape Winery Advisory Board.
Currently, each Nebraska winery pays $20 for every ton of grapes
crushed. This changes the statute, so that each winery pays $20
for each 160 gallons of juice produced or rec eived Fina l l y ,
t he a m e n dmen t a dd s p a r t o f LB 3 9 3 , wh i ch wa s a l s o Se n a t o r
Hudkins ' b i l l , wh i c h ch a n g e s t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f a f a r m wi ne r y t o
require that 75 percent of the finished product is made with the
agricultural product gr own in the state. Cu rr ently, a farm
winer y i s d e f i n e d a s an en t e r p r i se wh i c h p r od u c e s a n d s e l l s wi n e
p roduce d f r om g r a p e s a nd o t he r f r u i t o r o t h e r su i t ab l e
agricultural products, of which at least 75 percent is grown in
t he s t a t e . The L i q u o r Co n t r o l Co m mi s s i on ha s i n t e r p r e t e d t h e
current language to mean tha t each agricultural product must
individually meet the 75 percent requirement. The bill .

. . i t
r emoves t h i s p e r a g r i c u l t u r a l p r od u c t r e qu i r em e n t , a n d i n s t ea d
changes i t t o 7 5 p e r ce n t o f t h e f i n i s he d p r od u c t F in i s h e d
product i s in t erpreted b y the commission and intends to mean
t ha t t he t o t a l f i n i sh e d wi n e p r o du c t i o n du r i n g t h e p r i o r
calendar ye ar. Those are the changes that the corwiittee chose
to make. And I would ask for y our support in th . c ommittee
amendments . Th a n k y ou .
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