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FLOOR DEBATE

L B 393 , 5 3 6M ay 20 , 2 0 0 3

to t h e Gene r a l A f f a i r s Comm i t t e e . The b i l l was adv a n ced t o
General File . I do h ave General Affairs Committee amendments.
(AN0740, Legislative Journal page 798.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Nr. Clerk. Sena tor Hu dkins, t o
o pen on advancement o f L B 5 3 6 .

SENATOR HUDKINS: Thank you, Nr. President and nre~ers of the
b ody . L B 5 36 , a nd t h e n t h e c om m i t t e e a m e ndment , wh i ch i s p a r t
of LB 393, are meant to encourage the growth and the development
of Nebraska f arm w in eries. Many years ago, during the early
p art of the twe ntieth c entury, t here w as a thri ving w ine
industry in the sta te. It 's estimated that somewhere around
5,000 acres of grapes were grown in eastern Nebraska alone. Bu t
because of the combined effects of Prohibition, the Depression,
a sig nificant d rought, th e her bicide 2 , 4-D, an d a 1933
government program guaranteeing pri=es for row c rops, gr a p es
were p l ou g h e d u n d e r , an d o t h e r c r o p s we r e p l a rr t e d i n t h e i r
places. Grapes are currently the seventh-largest- agricultural
corrmrrodity , an d t h e la r g e s t f r u i t cr o p g r own i ri t h e n a t i o n .
Today, there are more than 200 acres of gr apes being grown
statewide. Now , that's a long way from where we were 100 years
ago, bu t i t i s i nc r ea s i n g . Li kewi s e , w in e - re l a t e d al t er na t i ve
crops, like apples, cherries, raspberries, and honey, are all
viable crops for this state. Several years ago, I introduced
legislation to create the Nebraska Grape and Winery Board. Only
two Nebraska w ineries w ere in operation then: Jam es Arthur
Vineyards near Raymond, and Cu t h i l l s wi ne r y (s i c ) rre a r Pi e r ce .
Today, t her e ar e e i ght succe s s f u l w ine r i e s i n t i r e s t at e , and
before l o n g we w i l l ha v e f i ve ot he r s . Nebr a s k a ' s w i n e r i e s have
proven that they can hold their own with the best producers in
t he count r y , o r ev e n i n t he w o r l d, f or t hat mat t e z Cl ea r l y ,
wine a n d gr ap e p r o d u c t i o n a r e n o t f l y -by - n i g h t u n d e r t a k i n g s i n
the state . They ' re here to stay . And w ith a little
encouragement, they' re capable of phenomenal growth. The best
type of encouragement that we can give them legislatively is to
r emove s ome o f t he i mp e d i ments t o t he i r cont i nu e d g r o wth , a n d
that is what LB 536 would do. Specifically, this bill w ill do
t wo t h i ng s . Nu mb e r o ne , i t wo u l d c h an g e cu r r e n t l a ngu a g e t h a t
r efers t o ' small , l oc a l wi ne r y o p e r a t i o n s . ' That l ang u age woul d
be changed t o ' f a r m w i n e r y . ' An d t h e se c o n d t h i ng t h at i t wou l d
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