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SENATOR SCHINEK: Yes. Than k you, Nr. President and mem bers.
Senator Chambers, I probably should have left my motion up there
for a whi l e t oo . Bu t I . . . wha t I d i dn ' t wan t t o do i s I d i dn ' t
want to encourage a long, lengthy debate on the budget bill if
that wasn't what people were already thinking. So I...that' s
why I pulled mine, and thought if somebody else wanted to put
one up, that was fine. But I did want to respond to what you
s a3d. A n d y o u k n ow, I r eco g n i z e . . . I m e an , I d i dn ' t . . . I wasn ' t
protesting about the closing because I didn't think that we
should ever put anybody out of a job if it was in t he state' s
best interest. Ny p rotest was with the process, and the fact
that we really didn't have a study of it, we didn't have a
public hearing on it, we didn't have a bill on it,we di dn ' t
have any idea of what the implications were; and at the s ame
time, we were putting those employees in a very tenuous job
s i tua t i o n i n w h i c h n o t on l y w o u l d i t i mp a c t t he m , bu t i t woul d
i mpact t hei r f ami l i es . I f t hey nee d t o be r e l i ev e d o f t hei r
j obs a n d l e t g o b y t h e s t a t e o r mo v ed t o a d i f f e r en t
institution, then so be it. Ny only quarrel was with the way we
d id i t , a nd t he f ac t t h a t we d i d n ' t r e a l l y k n ow h o w m uc h mo ney
we were going to save or what we were going to do. I would not
want to be one of the emp l oyees wh o was living with that
uncertainty, although I suppose in some respects we all l ive
with uncertainty every day of our lives. But I'm sure that it' s
going t o be . . .put a strain on things. You and I and Senator
Pedersen probably get more letters from both those who are
incarcerated and for those correctional officers and staff who
are in our correctional department than anybody else in t his
body. And I think I can say with assurance, yes, there are some
problems and, yes. they do need to be looked at. And that's why
we have the Judiciary Comnittee. And I have confidence in you
all that you will do a good job. And I don't have a qu arrel
with that. We need to examine it. I think one of the biggest
parts of the budget...and I just got that out this morning to
look at that agency budget...the healthcare costs are just out
of sight out there now. and we maybe need to c ome back and
r evi s i t t hat i ssu e a n d f i nd a w a y t h a t w e c a n r ef i ne t h a t a b i t .
Well , I don ' t want peopl e bei ng put out on t he st r e e t j us t
because they need a heart transplant and the state doesn't want
to do it . But yet, you know, if we don' t...if we' re going to
release 500 people, or whatever it is, ou t on t o the str eets,
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