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SENATOR SCHIMEK: Yes. Thank you, Mr. President and members.
Senator Chambers, I probably should have left my motion up there
for a while too. But I...what I didn't want to do is I didn't
want to encourage a long, lengthy debate on the budget bill if
that wasn't what people were already thinking. So I...that's
why I pulled mine, and thought if somebody else wanted to put
one up, that was fine. But I did want to respond to what you
said. And you know, I recognize...l mean, I didn't...I wasn't
protesting about the closing because I didn't think that we
should ever put anybody out of a job if it was in the state's
best interest. My protest was with the process, and the fact
that we really didn't have a study of it, we didn't have a
public hearing on it, we didn't have a bill on it, we didn't
have any idea of what the implications were; and at the same
time, we were putting those employees in a very tenuous job
situation in which not only would it impact them, but it would
impact their families. If they need to be relieved of their
jobs and let go by the state or moved to a different
institution, then so be it. My only quarrel was with the way we
did it, and the fact that we didn't really know how much money
we were going to save or what we were going to do. I would not
want to be one of the employees who was living with that
uncertainty, although I suppose in some respects we all 1live
with uncertainty every day of our lives. But I'm sure that it's
going to be...put a strain on things. You and I and Senator
Pedersen probably get more 1letters from both those who are
incarcerated and for those correctional officers and staff who
are in our correctional department than anybody else in this
body. And I think I can say with assurance, yes, there are some
problems and, yes, they do need to be looked at. And that's why
we have the Judiciary Committee. And I have confidence in you
all that you will do a good job. And I don't have a quarrel
with that. We need to examine it. I think one of the biggest
parts of the budget...and I just got that out this morning to
look at that agency budget...the healthcare costs are just out
of sight out there now, and we maybe need to come back and
revisit that issue and find a way that we can refire that a bit.
Well, I don't want people being put out on the street just
because they need a heart transplant and the state doesn't want
to do it. But yet, you know, if we don't...if we're going to
release 500 people, or whatever it is, out onto the streets,
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