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did want to speak to this bill. I'm going to ha"e to vote red
on t h i s b i l l . Bu t I do n ' t wa n t t h i s b i l l t o p a ss wi t h ou t h av i ng
gone on record in expressing my appreciation to the nine members
of our Appropriations Committee who have worked so hard this
year. This has been an extraordinarily difficult year. And
I...you know, I s erved on Appropriations for two years, so I
think I have a pretty good feel for the kind of a nguish and
difficulties with which the Appropriations Committee had to
c ontend with this year. T his session I m oved over to th e
Judiciary Cceanittee, and the Banking and Insurance Committee.
And each day as our committee hearings would conclude, I'd go
back to my office, get caught up on e-mail, get caught up on
correspondence and phone calls and so forth, and then s tart to
head toward th e exi ts. And as I d id s o, I'd walk by the
A ppropriations Committee hearing room, and they were al l still
at it, hou r a fter hou r after hour, going through that state
budget l i n e b y l i ne , a n d f i ndi n g l ot s o f cut s . No one c an wa l k
away from this session and say that our Appropriations Committee
didn't bring fo rth millions and tens of millions of cuts, very
painful cuts. And I think they' ve done an extraordinary job o f
prioritizing the needs of our state government. The difficulty
I have and the reason I'm going to vote red is because I can ' t
vote r i g h t n ow fo r a t h i r d o f a b i l l i o n do l l a r s i n n e w t ax e s o n
t he people of Nebraska, who are already hurting. I can 't vot e
for LB 759. I can vote for a tax package. I could vote to
extend LB 1085 from last year. I could vote for LB 28 3 this
year, the alcohol tax , a nh a ll the amendments that Senator
Chambers and Senator Kruse would want to add to i t. I cou ld
vote for a l l those taxes. But I can't vote for LB 759. It' s
too rich for my blood. I t's too heavy a burdk.n on the taxpayers
o f Neb r a s k a . An d i f I ' m no t wi l l i ng t o vo t e f o r t h a t t ax
pa<'cage, then it seem s to me , as m atter of hone sty and
integrity, I shouldn't be v oting for th at spe nding pa ckage.
Those two votes ought to be consistent. So ag a in, I want to
express my appreciation to the Appropriations Conanittee. They
have done a fabulous job for the people of Nebraska and for this
L egi s l a t u r e . An d I j u s t wan t t o t h a nk t he m f o r t h e i r wo r k .
Thank you, Nr . S p e a ke r .

SPEAKER BROMN: Thank you, Senator Foley. Senator Schimek.
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