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Service Commission's orders must be... follow the Administrative
Procedures A ct , wh ich means now that the appeals would have to
go to t h e di s t r i c t cour t , no t t o t he C o u r t o f Ap p e a l s . As i t
was, they could choose which court they wanted to make their
appeal to, and it changed...it changed the difference on whether
an automatic stay was granted to the PSC or der. So that ' s
L B 531 . I n c l u d e d i n L B 5 3 1 we h a ve a b i l l t ha t wa s i n t r o du c e d
by Senator Wehrbein, LB 321, and I need to repeat there was no
opposi t i o n t es t i m on y t o e i t her of t he s e b i l l s , or a l l t h r ee o f
them actually. LB 321 was Senator Wehrbein's bill and I' ll let
him, if he wishes later, to speak to that, but it increases the
fees charged by th e Pub lic Service C cemission. A ll money
generated by t h i s i nc r ea se d f e e s w i l l be cr ed i t t o t he Ge n e ra l
Fund. The fiscal note states it'd be a bout $ 89,00 0 i n
F iscal '03-04, and $16 5,000, a pproximately, in ' 04-05 . The
intent of this bill is simply to get the fees up t o closer to
where t hey cover t he admi n i s t r at i ve cos t s of t he ac t ua l
p rocessing and f i l i ng s . Ri ght no w , t he r e ' s $ 5 0 f e e s o n a l ot of
these proceedings. It doesn't even cover the cost of p rinting
the notices. So it increases them up to a maximum of $500. T he
Public Service Commission would not have to increase them that
high, but it d oes g iv e th e m that lee way. That 's Sen ator
Wehrbein's bill, LB 321. Senator Engel had a bill also that we
included in here, a very simple little bill that was LB 425, and
i t p r o v i d e s f i ni n g a u t h o r i t y t o t he Pub l i c Se r v i ce Commiss i o n
for the enhanced wireless 911 services. You will recall Senator
Engel had that bill a couple years ago. They began collecting
this fee and what happened is a company, a new carr ier, mov ed
into the Nebraska market and began collecting a surcharge from
its subscribers but failed to submit the money they collected to
the PSC. They just...I don't know whether it was an oversight
or what happened, but it was a new carrier. Did not remit the
f ees t o t h e PS C. Th e y ev e n t u a l l y g o t i t s t r a i g h t e n e d ou t . Bu t
this requires t hem a nd a ll ows an assessment penalty of up to
$10,000 per day on these providers, which is a lready in the
statutes. That' s...$10,000 fee is there now. It simply applies
it to t he enhanced 911 providers. And the last part of this
a mendment wa s L B 5 3 0 . Th a t wa s a b i l l d e a l i n g wi t h t h e
Telecommunic a t i o ns Re l ay Ac t . I t s i mp l y s e t s t h e r e l a y
surcharge on a fiscal year from July to June 30, rather than a
calendar y e ar . This is strictly a b ookkeeping clean-up
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