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SENATOR BEUTLER: S enator Cudaback, members of the Legislature,
I would first of all like to especially thank Senator H u dkins
again for allowing u s . ..and I say 'us' because this amendment
involves a number of people who have worked o n it ove r time .
But I wan t e d t o t h a nk h e r f o r a l l owi n g u s a n o pp o r t u n i t y a g a i n
to perhaps get this matter considered by th e Leg islature t h is
year. This is ac tually the third time that by one means or
another we' ve had a brief discussion on this amendment. But the
amendment e ss e n t i al l y c r eat e s t he Of f i ce o f t he Capi t o l
Administrator, under the Nebraska Capitol Commission, and under
the Governor. And it also combines into the a mendment S enator
Chambers' bill ha ving to do w ith the re la tionship of the
Legis l a t u r e t o t he C a p i t o l bu i l d i n g a n d t o t he a l l ocat i on o f
space in the Capitol building. And there have been a number of
others who have had input and have shaped parts of this
particular a mendment, including Senator Engel and Senator
Wehrbein and Senator Schimek and Senator Landis, and others who
I'm probably neglecting to mention. But I wanted to say those
t hings s o t h a t y o u k n ew t ha t t h i s i nvo l v ed a l ot of peop l e .
This is not my wor k, by any means. H av ing said that, the
amendment does combine t wo b i l l s , f or t he sa me pu r pose , r ea l l y .
And t hat purpose is to pro vide more focus on and mo re
accountab i l i t y fo r t he car e o f t he St at e Cap i t ol bui l d i ng
itself, which we all recognize as unique, and its grounds, and
addi t i o n a l l y , t o g i ve over al l cons i de r a b l e mo re l eg i s l at i ve
input into what happens with the Capitol building and how it' s
used. I t h i nk t hat t he pu r p ose g ener a l l y o f t he Of f i ce of t he
Capitol Commission is well stated in the bill, which is...which
i t says ' i s to provide the highest quality preservation,
r estora t i o n , and enh a n cement of t he St a t e C a p i t o l a n d c a p i t o l
grounds for the perpetual use by s tate government and the
enjoyment of all persons.' A nd for some of you who may have
heard s o me t h i n g a b o u t t h e b i l l wh en i t wa s f i r st i n t r o du c e d , i t
was much broader. But it h as now been shaped down to a very
precise size. And that size is the p hysical C a pitol b u ilding
itself and th e Capitol grounds. As I indicated, it creates an
o f f i c e . Th a t o f f i ce i s gu i d ed b y a n a dv i so r y co mm i t t e e , t h e
Nebraska Capitol Commission, that advises on a large number of
subjects. But it is ultimately controlled by the Governor. And
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