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or October, as I was in the throes of a reelection campaign, in
which nobody else wanted the job. And I was running unopposed.
But I was in the throes...nevertheless, I was in the throes of
reelection. And the gentleman wrote me, and he demanded,
b ecause I w as s u ch a d i sg r a ce t o p ub l i c o f f i c e , t h a t I r e s i g n my
off i c e , s o t h a t so meone decent c o u l d b e a p p o i n t e d . That o ne i s
subtl e t oo . You r t e rm i s co m i n g t o a n e n d . You ' r e r u n n i n g f or
reelection, but you should resign. A nyway, I just wanted to
share those. I intend to be supportive. Thank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u , Sen a t o r B r a s h e a r . Sen a t o r L ou d e n
o n the advancement o f L B 5 9 8 .

SENATOR LOUDEN: Thank you, Senator Cudaback and members of the
body. To me , this...right now, this term limits, I guess, is
sort of like a marriage. I guess it' s...right now, it's for
better or for worse. It 's just been two years now, getting
c lose t o t w o y e a r s , t h a t t he t e rm l i mi t s w e r e v o t e d i n . I t hi nk
i t wouldn't be any more than considerate of the voters to a t
least try it for a length of time. I . . .whether it's right or
wrong, I guess history will tell us on that. I really think,
instead of directing our energies to trying to repeal term
l imi t s , or so met h i n g l i ke t ha t , w e w o u l d be f ar t her ahead t o
d irec t our ene r gi es t o pr obab l y r a i s i ng t he sal ar i e s o f t he
l egi s l a t o r s . Now, hav i n g s a i d t hi s . . . a n d I ' l l t e l l you t he
reason why. Sinc e I' ve been down here, I' ve found out that
anyone l i v i n g i n t he w e s t e r n p a r t of t he s t at e , i t ' s near l y
i mpossibl e f or t hem t o be a sen a t o r d o wn h e re , a n d . . . w i t h t he
salary that's given, unless you have some outside income or
something like that. In my case, I got boys running the ranch,
so whether I'm there or not doesn't make any difference. H ow
Senator Erdman and Senator Smith do it down here is something
that I would like to look at their checkbook and their balance
sheet. Bec ause these guys, I tell you, have to be real
geniuses, the way they' re making a living and living down here
and doing this. I guess I could say, Senator Erdman got
married, maybe that helped. But we know that isn't the reason,
because Senator Smith isn't married. So really, I think if we
would raise the salaries of the legislators, there would be
y oung p e o p l e a n d q u a l i f i ed p e o p l e t h a t w o u l d b e w i l l i ng t o m o v e
in and do this type of work for eight years or so , and i t
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