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more p ow e r t o u s . I t h i nk t h a t ' s wh a t we n e ed t o do i n t ou g h
times, is provide more jobs in t hose communities for those
people who are struggling in the rural area. So I think this is
a good amendment and I a m g o i n g t o su p p or t i t and t hen I wi l l
support the underlying LB 608 or the amendment, Senator Bromm's
amendment t o L B 6 0 8 . Wi t h t h at , t h an k y ou , a n d I ' l l t u r n t he
rest o f m y t i m e b ac k t o t he C h a i r , M a dam Chai rman.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: T hank you, Senator Janssen. The next speaker
i s Se n a t o r La n d i s . An d t h i s i s yo u r t h i r d t i me , Sen a t o r L an d i s .

SENATOR LANDIS : Oh .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: You are recognized to speak, Senator.

SENATOR LANDIS : Th an k y ou . I t o l d Sen a t o r Be u t l e r t ha t I
would, i f he f i l es hi s m o ti o n t o l ay t h i s ov e r f o r a da y. Ther e
a re a l o t o f q u e st i on s t h a t y o u h av e . I g e t t h a t . I ' l l d o my
b est to answer them. Senator Bromm will as well. I don't wa nt
t o g e t t h i s c h i p p e d aw a y a t . I ' m g o i n g t o a r gu e ge n e r a l l y t h a t
i t wa s w r i t t e n b y A l We n s t r a n d wi t h t h e b es t o f i n t e n t i o n s a nd
then...and doing as best we can. I n the end, I'm comfortable
with where we are right now. The pieces that are in I B 608 that
g et j e t t i so n e d a r e a mi x e d b ag f r om m y p e r sp e c t i v e an d I t h i nk
we c a n do be t t e r b y s t a r t i n g o v e r , f r a n k l y , an d t h e p i e ce s t h a t
are left I think make eminent sense. First, getting rid o f a
program that doesn't 'incent' anything, that costs us $4 million
a year, and to create a genuine rural program that has incentive
power that costs $2.5 million a year, both of those make eminent
sense t o me wh i ch i s wh y I ' m c omf o r t a b l e wi t h t he Br om m
amendment. But I oppose the Smith amendment and I will oppose,
generally, other amendments that would wind up changing the
shape of this if we can keep, you know, if it's possible that we
can keep it together. If the body wants to do something else,
of course, they' re not bound by a nything we do or say, but
generally speaking I think this is a good result. Get rid of a
program that's costly and doesn't do us anything, and replace it
with a ch ea p e r p r og r am t h a t d o e s be t t e r . Th a t sho u l d ma k e se n s e
to all of us.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Landis. Mr . Clerk.
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