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workin g t h e r e i n t h o s e sma l l t own s , i t wou l d c e r t a i n l y he l p .
Rather t ha n se n d i ng t h e emp l o y e e s o r t h e p e o p l e t h a t l i ve i n
those small conanunities to a larger city w ithin your dis trict
and t he n l e av i ng t h e m. ..leaving their money there before they
c ome home, at least y ou would kee p those people in thos e
conInunities and use the ir discretionary d o llars to spend in
t hose c ommuni t i e s a nd he l p t hem . We ' v e g o t sma l l t own s ,
1,000-1,500 population, that a re ju s t having a terrible time
meeting their obligations with their water s ystem, w ith the ir
sewage system, street repair. I know some small towns that are
anti c i p a t i n g n o t e v e n o p e n ing t h e i r sw i n In ing po o l s t h i s sum mer
f o r t he s i mp l e f a c t t h a t t h e y ' r e b r ok e . Th o se d o l l a r s ne e d t o
be spent in those small towns. They need to be spent there and
so that it keeps the people there. The proximity of the county
I rep r esent i s ve ry c l o s e t o m e t r o p o l it a n a r e a a n d I t h i nk t hat
t hi s i s o n e wa y o f r e v i t a l i z i n g t h o se sm a l l e r c om mun i t i e s . A
s tart-up of $3,000 isn't a lot of money, but it's a heck of a
l o t o f mo n e y i f y ou d on ' t h av e i t an d ca n ' t g e t i t . Bu t I t h i n k
t ha t an y o ne wh o h a s e n o u g h i n t e st i n a l f o r t i t u de t o sp e n d t h o se
kind of dollars inside of a small city like that, or town,
s hould be c ommended. A n d I t h i nk t hat t hat i s t he on l y w a y t ha t
we are going to keep rural Nebraska, the towns that have been
the backbone of this state. We all know what's happening to the
rural economy. It's not good. And we have p e ople te lling us
more or less that forget about it, there's no way we can help,
and that's disturbing to me to have people stand and say, well,
rural Nebraska, we are not going to h elp you. Th at was
mentioned last week. So I think that this is one way that we
can put a li ttle bit of a spark back into some of the smaller
conInunities. This state wasn't built by metropolitan areas. I' t
was built by small conanunities, farm conInunities, and if we can
get a little manufacturing in some of those communities I think
i t w i l l go a l ong wa y no t o n ly he l pi n g a g r i cu l t u r e bu t he l p i ng
t he p e o p l e wi t hi n t hose t own s . Wh en a g ri cu l t u re i s f ai l i ng
w here do they ca? They have to get off the farm or stay on t h e
f arm. . .

SENATOR SCdINEK: One minute.

SENATOR J A NSSEN: . . .and ge t a su p p l ementa l j ob s o mewhere . I f
we can create some of those and keep those small farms going,
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