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t ha t r e a s o n , I ' m go i ng t o b e su pp o r t i n g t h e Smi t h am e n dment . I
t h in k i t ' s a n i mp r ov e ment . I d o n ' t t h i n k c om p a n i e s sh o u l d b e i n
or out of the in ce ntive p r ogram j ust based on their county
location if everything else is equal. And so, with t h at, I ' ll
retu r n t h e r ema i n i n g amo u nt o f my t i me t o Se n a t o r Smi t h . Th a n k
you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you. S enator Smith, did you wish to use
t he t i m e?

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Madam President and members. I ' ve
just been going ov e r the state map here and looking at what
would be considered rural and what w ould be cons idered u rban
without AM2006. But certainly a line has to be drawn somewhere,
b ut I wo u l d u r g e t he b o dy t o l o o k a t a ma p a n d l o o k a t s om e o f
t he t o wn s a r o un d Ne b r a sk a . I me an I l o o k a t We l l f l e e t ,
Nebraska, for example, t hat is , oh, probably 50 miles, 40-50
miles from North Platte, certainly not necessarily a com muter
comnuni t y i n t o No r t h Pl a t t e , a n d t he y wo u l d be u n av a i l ab l e o r
they w o u l d b e p r e e m p t e d f r o m p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t he be n e f i t s .
Then you look at other communities across the state, and I could
come up with num erous e x amples, but I hope that we can give
positive reflection on AM2006 because it does get a little mo re
detailed in what is rural and what is urban and makes sure that
those benefits get to the comnunities that need them. Thank
you, Madam President.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: T hank you, Senator Smith and Senator Burling.
The nex t sp e a k e r i s Se na t o r J a n s se n .

SENATOR JANSSEN: Thank you, Senator Schimek. Membe rs o f the
L egi s l a t u r e , I ' m g o i ng t o su p p o r t Se na t o r Smi t h ' s am e n dment .
Small r u r a l t o wn s a r e dy i n g a nd t h i s wo u l d b e o ne s t ep , I
b el i e v e , t h a t we c o u l d h e l p t he m su st a i n t h e i r ex i st en c e . Wi t h
a county under 55,000 people, in small towns, I have som e .. .a
have a l a r g e c i t y i n my d i s t r i c t a n d I h a v e s om e s m a l l t own s .
There a r e a f ew o f t he sma l l t own s t h a t h av e t ak e n a dv a n t a g e o f
LB 775 . Ac t u a l l y I h a v e on e sma l l t o wn t ha t t r i p l e s i t s
popula t i o n i n t he da y t i m e f r o m peopl e c o ming t o t he sma l l t own
working, bu t tha t's very unusual. With the investment under
S enator Smith's proposal and the amount of people that would b e
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