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n ext speaker is Senator Rrdman .

SENATOR ERDMAN: Thank you, Madam President. Membe rs of the
Legi s l a t u r e , I ' m g o i ng t o r i se i n s up p o r t o f AM2 00 6 , b u t I ' m
also a cosponsor of the underlying amendment, which is AM2005,
and I wi l l sup p o r t AM 2 00 5 w i t h or wi t h ou t AM2 00 6 . Bu t I d o
think that the re are some points that Senator Smith does bring
up. We' re not only talking about h ow do we encou r age tho se
count i e s t h a t I r ep r e se n t , t he e i g h t co u n t i e s t h a t ar e i n
between North Platte and Sco ttsbluff. I think that 's the
essential part of this that we' re talking about­ - how do w e b r i n g
tha t g r o wt h t o t h o s e co mm u n i t i e s ? An d some o f t h em a r e
benefiting just from the sake of where t hey' re located and I
think what Senator Bro mn, S en ator La n dis an d othe rs have
accomplished with AM2005 kind of brings things into p e rspective
about how we can be succ essful in encouraging growth in our
rura l c ommuni t i e s . I do , ho we v e r , t h i n k t h a t Se n a t o r Smi t h d oe s
have a legitimate concern with his amendment about whe re t hat
number is and what that number should be. Because the economic
engine is there, you continually have to put gas in that e ngine
to keep it runn ing t o make sure that all those cylinders are
h itting, and I think that in some situations you can m ake tha t
argument for those centers like Scottsbluff, North Platte, and
down the road while we bring along the s m aller rural counties
that would benefit from the underlying amendment. So I'm going
to support AM2006; however, I'm also g oing to suppo rt AM20 05
with or without that. And I think that we are truly going to a
di r e c t i o n t ha t I t h i n k i s so me t h i ng t h a t ' s b e e n n e ed e d , a n d t h a t
i s y o u s e t a l ev e l t h a t p e op l e c a n a c t u a l l y a c co m p l i s h . I t h i nk
a lot of times our mentality is let's try and find t he perf ect
business out there and let's have them invest all this and then
hopefully they' ll come, and then the reality is, is that we have
some businesses already in our ru ral communities t h at cou l d
benef i t f r om Se n a t o r Br oam ' s ame n dment, a nd I t h i nk i t wo u l d b e
a huge benefit to rural N ebraska to see some of that growth a n d
some o f t ha t ass i s t a n c e b e a v a i l a b l e t o t he m a f t e r t he y ' ve met
t he q u a l i f i ca t i on s ou t l i n e d . So I t h i n k t he r e i s so m e v a l ue i n
both amendments. However , f or my d ist rict al ong, AM 2005
b enef i t s m e, b u t b e c au s e o f t h e f a c t t ha t I ' m s an d w i c h e d b e t w e e n
Scottsbluff and North Platte, I also think there is s ome va l ue
i n t h e am e n dment t h a t Se n a t o r Sm i t h d oe s o f f e r u s an d I wi l l b e
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