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SENATOR HARTNETT: Okay , how did you come.. . t o w h o. . .m a y b e
Senator Bromm this question, the $8.25 hour wage that you have
in here? And as I read th is, on page 5, it could go down
f rom. . . c ou l d g o d o wn, i t cou l d g o u p . I s t ha t t he r ur al wage
factor? Is that right, Senator Bromm, it could go down below
t he $8 . . .

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Senator Bromm.

SENATOR HARTNETT:
number?

SPEAKER BROMM: We ll, that was, as I recall, that was a number
t ha t w a s i n L B 6 08 b e f o r e a n d , i n t a l k i ng wi t h A l We n s t r an d ,
when we t a l k e d ab o ut t h e p r ov i s i o n s o f t h i s ame n d ment , he f e l t
t hat t h a t n u mber woul d a l s o b e a g o o d number f o r t he r u r al t i e r .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Now just ...and I th i n k Sen ator La ndis
referred to the comments made by Senator McDonald, you know,
could t h e y r e a c h t h i s t h r es h o l d o f $8 . 2 5 w i t h h e a l th car e? I s
that part of it ? As I just...as I read it, it's maybe...it
could be either one cr the other.

SPEAKER BROMM: The way it's drawn, it' s...

SENATOR HARTNETT: A nd I j u s t k i nd o f . . . you k now, l ook i ng a t
this .

SPEAKER BROMM: ...it's only wages, Senator Hartnett, and I
asked the business community. Wel l , they asked if h ealth
benefits could be considered in that and I said, you know, give
us a definition; that it's a good definition perhaps we could
consider that. But I think that's been a problem, is coming up
with an adequate definition. So i t is ju s t w ages th a t that
applies to at this point.

SENATOR HARTNETT: And one o f t he t h i ngs t ha t I t houg h t , a nd I
was one of the people that supported. . .one of t h e p e ople l e f t i n
t his bo d y t ha t sup p o r te d LB 7 7 5 , I a l ways t houg h t t he
ingredients that w as m is sing from LB 775, because it was our
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