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speaker is Senator Smith.

SENATOR SMITH: T hank you, Madam President and members. I rise
t o o f f e r comn ent s on AM2 0 06 , and t hat i s t he popu l at i on
stipulations as I stated in my opening. But I do want to point
out that I believe that there are situations where small
c ommunit ie s f a l l t hr ou g h t h e c r a c k s an d AM2006 seeks t o p r e v e n t
that . W e c a n ' t so l ve a l l t he i s su e s w i t h a n y s i ng l e am e ndment ,
but I think we can he lp w ith the sit uation h ere that is
certa i n l y a p p r o p r i a t e . And wh e n y o u l o o k at t he com mun i t ies
acros s t he s t a t e , I d o n ' t t h i n k Max w e l l s ho u l d b e e x c l u d e d f r o m
benefits just because it happens to be close to North Platte. I
mean i t ' s a f ar di f f er e n t s i t uat i o n t h a n E l k h or n i s i n Dougl as
County, and that's why it's not in he re . And there are
commuting communities around the state, whether they' re close to
Lincoln o r Omaha o r Be l l ev u e , t hat exper i en c e ben e f i t s f r om
being close to those metropolitan areas. And I was told earlier
t hat Scot t sb l u f f i s an u r ban comn un i t y a n d I ask e d f o r m o r e
rationale on that and certainly I would be looking for more
rationale as to why S cottsbluff is an urban community, but
nonetheless there a re town s in Scotts Bluff Count y that
certainly could benefit from the provisions that are left in
LB 608 or the Bromm amendment, more specifically. And so it's a
middle approach bu t c e r t ai n l y l ea n s o n t h e s i d e o f conse r v a t i ve
n umbers when you l o o k a t w h a t c a n b e n e f i t c c eanuni t i e s a c r o s s t h e
s tate . I f t her e ' s a cc eanunit y i n H a ll Co u n t y , f o r exa mple , l i ke
Wood River is what pops into my mind right away, why should they
be excluded from benefits because they' re close to Grand Island,
t ha t wo u l d t h r ow t h e m ov e r t h e t h r e s h o l d o f t he 2 5 , 0 0 0
population of a county that is currently in the AM2005? So I
u rge your p o s i t i ve r ef l ec t i o n o n A M2006. Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you, Senator Smith. The next speaker is
S enator J o n es .

SENATOR JONES: M adam President and members of the body, I want
to stand up and support the underlying amendment here that I did
s ign o n t o i t wi t h Se n a t o r Br o m m an d a c o up l e o t h e r s t o t r y t o
get something for rural Nebraska. And I guess I wanted to talk
about Smith's amendment just a little bit too because I guess I
understand what he's thinking about because when he mentioned
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