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and added to the statute the words 'or the Program Evaluation
Committee' basically for performance audits, so that our rights,
the r i gh t s of t he l egi s l a t i v e b ody wi t h r e g ard t o p e r f o rmance
audits, are the same as the rights of the Auditor's Office to do
f inancial a u d i t s v i s- a - v i s t h e Department o f Rev e nue . And I
thought it might be reassuring to you just to read kind of how
the language is structured and how it's being changed. A lready
in statute, u nder 77-27,119, these are statutes pertaining to
the Tax Commissioner in the Department of Revenue, and under
s ubsection ( 10 ) i t say s : N o t wi t h s tanding the p r o v i s i ons o f d a h ,
dah, dah, the Tax Commissioner shall, upon written request of
the Auditor of Public Accounts, make tax returns and tax return
i nformation open t o i n s pect ion by o r d i s c l o sure t o o f f i c e r s and
employees of the Auditor of Public Accounts. To that sentence
we merely add 'or the Program Evaluation Committee' that same
information would be made avai l a b le . I t say s f or t he p u r pose of
and t o t he ext en t n e c essary t o make a f i n a n c ia l a u d i t , a n d we
add or program evaluation, performance audit in other words, of
t he D e partment of Re v enue . I t goe s o n t o s a y t h a t t h e A ud i t o r
of Publi c Accounts , i n doi ng t he se f i nan c i a l audi t s, shal l
statistically and randomly select the tax returns or tax return
information to be audited based upon a computer tape provided by
the Department of Revenue, which contains only total documents
without sp e c i f i c i dent i f i ca t i o n of taxpay e r s . We put i n
parallel language that provides for the same sort of statistical
and random selection of tax returns and, again, precludes by
name and honors the confidentiality of any returns selected for
pur; oses cf the performance audit. The current language goes on
to say, shall have...the Tax Commissioner shall have the
authority to approve the statistical sampling method. T hat
would be true of the s tatistical sampling method used by
performance evaluation too, another safeguard. Current language
says, confidential tax returns and tax return information shall
be audited only upon the premises of the Department of Revenue.
Likewise with regard to the performance audit, it would be
limited and must be done on the premises of the Department of
Revenue. The current language says no officer or employee of
t he Auditor o f P u b l i c A ccounts shal l di scl o s e t o any pe r so n ,
other than another officer or employee of the Auditor of Public
Accounts whose of f i c i a l dut i es r equi r e such di scl o s ure , any
return or re turn information described and...or otherwise
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