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EASE

SPEAKER BROMM: The Chair recognizes Senator Schrock to open on
LB 32 .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Mr . Speaker, members of the Legislature, sorry
f or the delay. LB 32 is the storm water bill. It 's an issu e
that the Natural Re sources C om nittee has worked on for three
years. It has become a contentious issue. As most of you know,
I have no personal stake in the matter. I'm just trying to do
the right thing. Some view it as a tax increase. Some view it
a s a mandate . I bel i eve i t i s a f eder a l man d a t e , an un f und e d
federal mandate. Storm wat e r is an issue that a lot of our
c i t i e s h av e a l r e a dy d e a l t wi t h t hi s i s su e . We hav e y e t t o do
that in Nebraska. And I believe it is necessary that we do come
to terms with our storm water problems in the state of Nebraska,
especially in our urban areas. This affects three urban areas:
L inco l n a nd O maha , a n d t o so m e s m a l l d eg r e e So u t h Si o ux Ci t y . I
think LB 32 is necessary. It's an appropriate means of r a ising
funding for storm water drainage. T here was a lot of issues
concerning...or, a lot of issues concerning this issue as far as
agricultural land is concerned. Well, agricultural land is not
contributing to the problem, for the most part. I' ve talked to
part i e s i nv o l v ed , t ho s e who a r e p r o p onents o f t he t h i s b i l l , and
we have dec i ded t o p a s s o v e r t hi s b i l l , and i t wi l l be pu t on
t he agenda agai n n ex t y e a r . I t hi nk p r ob a b l y di sc u s s i o n o n t hi s
p iece o f l egi s l at i on w o u l d t a k e a co n s i d e r a b l e a mount o f t i me ,
as there is considerable opposition to it. My one challenge to
those who are opposing this bill is, if this isn't the solution,
tell us what the solution is. We a re in danger of having
lawsuits filed against us, and for this to be a very expensive
proposition, if we d on't handle it in an orderly manner. So
with t h a t , I am w i l l i ng t o m e e t w i t h a n y of t hose oppo s e d t o
this bill, now or in the interim. And I am willing to take your
suggestions on this issue. But I don't think property tax is
t he way t o p a y f o r o ur st o r m wa te r p r o b l e ms, b e cause i t does n ' t
represent...it doesn't n ecessarily r epresent t hose w ho are
creating the problem. So if those who are opposed to this h ave
b et te r sug g e s t i on s , we wi l l l i s t e n t o i t . Th i s b i l l d i d a d v a nc e
out of com mittee, I believe, with seven positive votes. So I
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