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j our n a l . So n ow we h a v e t h e wi f e , Ni c h e l l e , a d d r es s i n g t h e
unborn child: Today, I found out that there is no hope for you
to stay with us this time. Ny bod y already knows it t oo.
Despite the fa c t th at I am devastated by this news, I have to
t hank you f o r v i s i t i ng . You m ade me f ee l so g o o d abo u t myse l f
and conf i d en t t h a t eve r y t h i n g was g o i n g t o b e a l l r i gh t . On t he
other hand, losing you is the most painful thing I' ve ever gone
through and I don't know how I could ever get over it . Your
body i s s t i l l i ns i de m e , b u t I kno w y ou ' ve a l r e ady l ef t . And
then on the next page the husband, Shannon, offers a short entry
f rom hi s own j o u r n a l : I hope I ge t ano t h e r c h a nce t o k n o w you .
I am here, I wo n 't forget and you always have a home with me.
And t h e n b a c k t o Sha n n o n ' s l e t t e r : A f t e r t wo we e k s , t h e h e a l t h
of my wife was now on the line and, lacking the presence of a
heartbeat, we agreed to have the remains removed from her womb.
We asked to keep the remains. We were told that it was against
h ospi ta l pol i cy a n d t h e r e ma ins mus t be des t r oy e d as med i ca l
waste . We ob j e c t e d a t f i r s t , t h e n sub m i t t e d t o t h e p o l i c i e s ,
unable to fight in our condition. The remains were taken. W e
were l e f t t o b e a l o n e i n o u r g r i e f . A mo n t h l a t e r an en t r y my
wife made in her journal showed that she felt the baby had b e en
taken away from her and that she had failed our child. Our love
for our child did not die when he died, and we are not alone in
t he f e e l i ng s t ha t f o l l o w a n ev e nt s u ch a s t h i s . We b e l i ev e t h a t
this law can make this process easier on parents who will have
to endure such a loss in the future. With the passing of this
law, parents who have suffered the death of t heir children
through miscarriage or stillbirth will be allowed the right to
those remains, so that they may have some manner of closure in
whatever way they see fit. It is a good law. It is, at its
heart, a law that provides for the rights of parents without
taking away rights from others. And again, that was Shannon
Saltzman, the husband of Nichelle and the father of th e chi ld .
And so they approached me and that was the impetus for LB 95. I
understand that d if ferent p eople have different views on when
l i f e b e g i n s a nd wh e th er yo u ' ve l o s t a chi l d or you ha v e n ' t l o st
a child when a miscarriage happens. This bill is not an attempt
to resolve that debate. This bill simply means that if you do
bel i eve t h a t y o u h a v e l o s t a chi l d , you oug ht t o be ab l e t o
claim the remains. You ought to be able to treat the remains as
something other than medical waste. And by the way, when I say
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