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LB 9 5N ay 19 , 2 0 0 3

SPEAKER BRONN: Senator Naxwell, to open on LB 95.

SENATOR NAXWELL: T hank you, Nr. President. This bill allows
parent s t o di r e c t d i sp o s i t i o n o f t h e r e ma i n s o f a ch i l d i n t h e
case of a mi scarriage. So yo u have a miscarriage and if you
want t o c l a i m t he r em a i n s y o u w o u ld be a b l e t o d o so u n d e r t h i s
b i l l . I t h i n k i t ' s a r e l a t i ve l y i n n o cu o u s b i l l , a l t h ou g h w h e n I
f i l e d i t , t o my su r p r i se , t he med i a a n d t h e AC L U c ame c a l l i n g ,
s aying w h a t ' s g o i ng o n h e r e , wh a t ' s t h i s b i l l , i s t h i s some t h i n g
t o do w i t h ab o r t i o n . I t do e s n o t d e a l wi t h ab o r t i o n . I n f a ct ,
there's a pro v ision in the b ill making th at clear. What
happened was a co up l e ap p r o a c h e d me . I ' l l t e l l y ou a l i t t l e b i t
more about them in a moment, but a couple had a miscar riage
early on in the pregna ncy, wa nted t he rem a ins to be
interred...in their view, they lost a child. . .but w e re t o l d b y
the hospital, no, I'm sorry, the law says that we don't have to
issue a death certificate unless a p reg nancy has rea ched at
least 20 weeks and so that's our threshold for recognizing that
you lost a child; anything before 20 weeks we j ust d ispose of
that as med ical waste. For these folks, that was very painful
to hear and that's when they contacted me. I t's the first that
I met t h em ­-Shannon and Michelle Saltzman. What I' ve passed out
to y o u i s a l e t t e r t h a t t h ey p r e p a r e d . I ' m j u s t g o i n g t o r e a d
you a few excerpts. I provided it for you in case you w ant it
f o r y ou r f i l e . Th i s wa s wr i t t en b y Sha n n o n S al t zm an , t h e
husband and father, on behalf of himself and his wife, and the
mother Ni c he l l e . An d I ' m g o i n g t o s k i p do wn a cou p l e
paragraphs: On November 10, 2000, we discovered that ou r fir st
child was on the way. O u r dream had come true; no words can
express how happy we were. We started a journal for our child
to see one day. By December 6, we had already received the news
that a miscarriage was imminent. Just as quickly as our dreams
had begun with plans and preparations, the death of our child
came and new preparations took over. At the time, the baby was
still alive and grow ing, bu t there wer e too many signs
indicating that the baby would not be able to make it. We were
told to simply wait until the miscarriage happened. W e knew
that our bab y's he artbeat was steadily getting weaker, until
December 12, when it had finally stopped. The doctor sug gested
surgery, but we decided to wait for it to happen naturally. On
December 14, my wife wrote the following in our p regnancy
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