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understand. But in any event, the pharmacy...the pharmacist,
pardon me, knows exactly what the benefits are. They're clearly
stated. Now there are some exceptions to where this does not
apply, and if you'd like those exceptions I can read them to
you. There's about eight of them.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Well, just 1let me ask you more directly.
You're talking about different cards to provide different
services. And are you saying that if you have this card that

you're talking about they're going to provide all the services
the same for. ..

SENATOR TYSON: No, they have to state that all clearly for the
benefit of the pharmacist, so that he will be able to understand
which of various pharmaceutical benefits do apply, and from them
he can go directly to (A) filling the prescription, and (B)
getting the money for it.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Okay. I guess my concern was that because
different companies offer different plans, I was trying to
figure out how...trying to understand how this card would be
overall consuming if it had...people would still have different
plans. 1Is that right?

SENATOR TYSON: Yes. And these cards state what those plans
cover to the knowledge of the pharmacist, so he doesn't have to
go on an assumption. He will have it definitely stated that in,
say, Yyour case you must pay 20 percent of the cost or you have
to pay a flat $10 or $15 fee. He then can proceed to fill out
his paperwork. He has to get paid for this and this is a
shortcut for doing it in an efficient, prompt manner.

SENATOR VRTISKA: Okay. I was just having a hard time
understanding what's the difference if I give him this card and
it has information or this card and it has information, or you
give one card that has all that information. But you're saying,
depending what plan you have, it will be on your card and the
pharmacist will know then what kind of a plan you have.

SENATOR TYSON: The uniform card shows exactly what the coverage
is, and it shows what the difference in the programs are,

7208



