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LB 73 , 12 5N ay 19 , 2 0 0 3

c ommit t e e ame n d ment s wi t h AM1 7 06 .
p age 1 6 2 1 . )

SENATOR CUDABACK: Sena tor Tyson, you' re recognized to open on
y our a mendment t o t h e co m m i tt ee am e ndment .

SENATOR TYSON: Thank you, Nr. President, members of the bod y .
Ny amendment wa s heard as a b ill in Banking, Insurance and
Commerce Committee as LB 125. Wh ile it was t h ere, on e pa rty
spoke against it , and that as BlueCross BlueShield. They have
s ince r e m oved t h e i r o pp o s i t i o n . Th i s b i l l s e t s u p a s i ng l e f o r m
card, because now insurance companies that have prescription
plans each issue a card. They are many in form and, because
they take a lot of time, a group called the National Council for
Prescription Drug Programs P harmacy ID Card Im plementation
Guide , I l i k e t h a t , c ame t og e t h e r a nd d e s i g n e d a ca r d t ha t wo u l d
be issued in similar form by all insurance companies. Now the
need for this is that at the present time there ar e so m e real
problems in the pharmaceutical business, i s tha t there are
literally thousands of different benefit c ards . T hey crea te
d i f f i c ul t i e s f or t he pat i en t s a n d t h e p h a r maci s t s t o t he po i n t
where i t ' s e s t i ma t e d b y o n e g r ou p t h a t 6 8 p e r c e n t o f t he
pharmacists' time is spe n t dea ling w ith issues unrelated to
patient care . Nationa l or ganizations h ave est imated t h at
20 percent of the...pardon me. Pharmacists spend 20 percent of
t heir time acting as i n termediaries b etween th e pat ient an d
their insurance companies. Th is single form card eliminates a
good portion of that and leads to increased eff iciencies. A s
p harmac i s t s n o w a r e g r ap p l i ng wi t h b o t h a s ho r t a g e o f
pharmacists, a g row ing nu mber of p rescr iptions and an
ever-increasing workload, it becomes absolutely necessary that
we do something t o increase th e e fficiency i n dealing out
pharmaceutical p rescriptions. This is what that does. This is
a committee priority bill and the fiscal shows some cost to DA S
and University of Neb raska, an d I wou l d offer that that is
i nco r r e c t b e c a u s e a t t h e r a t e t ha t d r u g p l a n s an d he a l t h
insurance generally is exp anding, I th i n k th is ye ar it ' s
18 percent, that's an absorbable cost. We ' re not talking a bout
a l a r g e s u m o f m o n e y he r e . I n sh o r t , I wo u l d o f f e r t h a t t h i s i s
someth i n g t h a t we s ho u l d b e do i ng , a nd I a sk f o r y ou r sup p o r t .
Thank y ou , N r . Pr e s i d en t .
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