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SENATOR CUDABACK: Time. Th ank you, Senator Beutler. (Vis i t o r s
introduced.) Senato r Thompson. A nd t his will be your third
time, Senator.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Tha nk you . Senator Beutler, some of the
issues that you raised were the exact reasons for bringing the
original statute and for...or the original bill that was passed
in the 2000 Session, and I can...just to...just...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...reviewing th e rea sons w e brought the
original underlying bill a couple years ago was for some of the
reasons you discussed. And what their...the concern was that
there was no standardized definition of juvenile diversion, that
the availability varied and the administration and content of
the programs across the state varied widely, but also that there
were no dat a avai l ab l e t o kn o w ex a c t l y w h a t w a s g o i n g o n o r t o
monito r i t . So , i n c orm i t t e e , we t a l k e d a b o ut t h a t a l i t t l e b i t
and this is the first step and this is bringing all the p layers
t o t he t ab l e a n d s a y i n g , a t t h i s po i nt i n our h i s t or y , h o w f a r
c an we g e t . And s o . . .

SENATOR BEUTLER : Ok a y .

S ENATOR THOMPSON : ...this is saying we' re going to make
it...we' ll have a definition, we' re going to set some standards,
and we ' r e goi ng t o have t he da t a ava i l ab l e t o t he Cr i m e
Commission. And perhaps after that monitoring process goes on
for a few years we could get to some of the other decisions. But
the broad issues that have always bothered me about it is if
you' re a child who's arrested in Sarpy County, versus a c hild
who's arrested in another county in the state, are you going to
have a similar treatment in the system? And, you know, that' s
true of all the criminal justice system. You really can't get
t o a p e r f e c t i o n l e ve l on t h i n g s l i k e t ha t . Bu t t h i s i s t o a t
least put t he state on a course where we have some standards,
some guide l i n es , a n d t h e d a t a , w h i c h w e h a v e n ' t h a d u p t o t hi s
point , and m a ybe i mprove upon some o f t ha t . But at t hi s po i nt ,
t her e ' s no o p p o s i t i o n . A l l t h o se p a r t i e s c am e t o t h e t a b l e . I t
could b e b e t t e r . I t wou l d b e d i f f e r e n t i f I wr o t e i t my se l f ,
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