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t hei r j uv e n i l e s i de k i n d o f a l eade r s h i p r o l e i n wor k i ng on
diversion programs and getting them into place so that they are
effective.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Ckay. Then do I have permission t o ask you
one more q ues t i o n o n y o u r t i me ?

SENATOR THOMPSON: Sure. Yes .

SENATOR BEUTLER: (Laug h) In Secti on 5, at the bottom of
page 4, it says that a juvenile diversion agreement shall
i nc lude ce r t a i n i t em s, and one of t hose i t e m s t h a t i t sha l l
include is restitution. Is that really a mandatory item, or i s
t ha t o n e t h a t . . .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Well, the way it reads is..

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : . . . you wan t t o e m p h a s iz e , b u t i t ' s n o t g o i n g
t o b e a l w a y s ap p l i e d ?

SENATOR THOMPSON: Ac t u a l l y , t ha t se c t i on , t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l
t h i ng s t he r e . I t sa y s i t sh ou l d i n c l u de o ne o r mo r e o f t h e
f o l l o w i n g , a n d t he p r o g r a m s t h at I am f ami l i a r wi t h , t h a t ' s
u sua l l y a p a r t o f i t . Re s t i t u t i o n m ay no t b e f i n a n c i a l , b u t i t
may be t h at t he v i c t i m, i f some d a ma ge we r e d o ne t o t he i r
property, that they'd come over and repaint or do something to
make them whole with the victim. Sometimes the victims prefer
not to see the o ffender again and so they' ll be directed to
another community service project that's seen as r estitution.
And in some cases, if there is financial damage that's possible,
the person will be a sked to repay that. S o I think that' s
pretty common if...depending on the sophistication of the
program, but what this is g etting to is one or more. So a
letter of apology, some counties actually have them go apologize
t o th e l a w e n f o r c ement o f f i c e r a n d a n y one e l s e t h a t mi g ht have
h ad t o b e e n . . . t a k e t h e t i me t o d e a l wi t h t h e s i t u a t i o n .
Community service ma y ta k e th e part of resti tution, but
restitution is in...depending on the level of the program, it' s
u sua l l y s ee n a s k i n d o f i mp o r t a n t t o i t .

SENATOR BEUTLER : Ok ay .
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