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office to a very comp rehensive juvenile pretrial diversion
program with a hired director who works with the youth that are
sent t o t h a t p r o g r a m. So i t p r ov i d e s , t h e b i l l , L B 4 3 , p r ov i d e s
i n s t at u t e t hat c i t y at t or ne y s and coun t y at t o r ne y s may
e stab l i sh t h e j u v e n i l e p r e t r i a l d i v e r s i on p r og r a m s w i t h t h e
concurrence of their respective governing board. T hen w e set
o ut i n st a t u t e t he t h i n g s t h a t t h e p r og r a m s h o u l d h av e , a n d som e
t hings that it may hav e, and then w e also cre ate som e
definitions and, probably most importantly, have a reporting
process. Under LB 43, the program provides the city or county
attorney with the discretion to determine who is eligible. It
p ermi t s p a r t i c i pa t i on b y a j u ve n i l e o n l y on a v o l u n t a r y b a s i s ,
it allows the juvenile t o con sult with cou nsel pr ior to a
decision to par ticipate in the program, and it must be offered
t o t h e j uv e n i l e p r i o r t o a n ad j ud i ca t i o n bu t a f t e r a n a r r e s t o f
the juvenile o r iss uance of a citation. The result would be
d ismissal of the juvenile petition or criminal charges if the
j uven i l e su c c e s s f u l l y c om p le t e s t h e p r og r a m. Now t h e ma y p a r t
is providing s creening s e rvices to the court, it establishes
goals f or t he d i ver t ed j uveni l es and mon i t or i ng of t hose
performance g oals, overseeing the payment of any v ictim
restitution, and providing information to interested parties on
how d i v e r t e d j uveni l es have per f or me d i n t he p r og r a m . I t
defines the program and it requires that by December 1 of 2 0 03,
every county attorney or city attorney that has established a
pretrial diversion program shall annually report to the Nebraska
Crime Cormniss i o n i n f o r m a ti o n p e r t a i n i ng t o t h e p r og r am o n i t s
rules and regulations. It wil l take us a good first step in
seeing that we have a more comprehensive approach to juvenile
justice in Nebraska. It brings standards to juvenile diversion
in Nebraska. The program tha t ...or th e ta s k forc e had
consultation from Dr. Denise Herz of the University of Nebraska
at Omaha Cr imina l J u s t i c e D e par t ment , a n d we b e l i e v e d t h a t t h i s
b i l l wou l d f ul f i l l one of t he key r eq u i r e ments f r o m t h e 2 0 0 0
legislation. Having the information will help us know what' s
g oin g o n i n Neb r a sk a i n t e r ms o f j u v e n i l e d i v e r s i o n a n d a l s o
help the Crime Conanission in their efforts to support juvenile
diversion in Nebraska. Crime Commission has an extensive
training program manual and other ways to assist with this, but
without the structure o f this bill it's just kind of a little
bi t l oo s e i n t er m s o f bei n g a b l e t o be e f f ec t i ve . So t ha t ' s
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