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SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you , Nr . President, members of the
b ody. In the 2000 Legislative Session, this b ody created th e
juvenile diver sion detent ion and p r oba t i on ser v i ces
implementation team, and this was created and advanced by the
Health and Human Services Committee after considerable work had
gone on over a couple of years with...Senator Tyson was involved
in that and several members of the committee, working with the
Nebraska Association of County Officials and also working with
our state Office of Juvenile Services and the Nebraska Crime
Commission. And there had been studies in recent years, one was
done by NACO and one was done by...through the Appropriations
Committee o f t h i s Leg i s l a t u r e , o n s o me o f t he i s sues i n t he
juveni l e j us t i ce sy s t e m and i t w a s d e t e r m i ned t h a t w e n e eded a
group to implement some of those recommendations, and most of
t hem ca n b e d one w i t h ou t l eg i sl at i ve s u p p o r t . Th i s i s one t hat
came from the diversion portion of that study. The task group
that wo r k e d on t h i s par t i cu l a r d i v i s i on o f t he a ss i g nments was
a ppointed by the Governor and represented all three
congressional d istricts. It had pe ople from the courts, law
enforcement, the service providers, the counties, county
commissioners, from ur ban and rural counties, and also on this
part i c u l a r t as k f o r c e wa s t h e p re s i d en t o f t he N e b r a ska j u v e n i l e
diversion program. One of the problems that was raised to Us,
and one of the r easons for this bill, is t hat juvenile
diversion, which is a program that takes kids who have been
arreste d f or a c r i me and , i n st ead o f pu t t i ng t hem i n t he
j uven i l e co u r t sy s t em, g i v e s t h em an op p o r t u n i t y t o h a v e
consequences and guidance through a process that takes them from
the...out of the court process but is nonetheless supervised and
provides a consequence to them, and they are available in many
places in the state, not all places in the state, although that
would be the ultimate goal. The problem was that there is no
statutory provision for juvenile diversion. Th e p rograms had
been operating out of the adult diversion language and it was
f el t t ha t we n ee d e d , a s a s t a t e , t o g e t t h e j u v en i l e d i v e r s i o n
l anguage a n d a l so d ev e l o p t h e s t a nd a r d s f o r j uv e n i l e d i v e r s i o n
services. And that was what was required and the bill passed in
the 2000 Session. A t le ast 61 coun ties hav e so m e fo r m of
juvenile diversion, and the scope ranges from some simple
p rocess t h at mi g h t b e co o r d i na t ed o ut o f t h e cou n t y a t t o r ne y ' s
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