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SENATOR THOMPSON: W e l l , I ' m s t r ug g l i n g wi t h t h i s . Wh a t I ' v e
h eard i s t hat somet i me s a you n g g i r l i sn ' t go i ng t o kn o w t h e
right question to ask, you know, a 12- or a 13- or 14-year-old,
so having it written somewhere so that they or someone they know
might be fam iliar with it, should the situation arise, they' d
know wher e t o g o t o a s k t h e qu e s t i o n . An d I g u e s s t he " may, " I
would hope tha t a sc hool district health person would not see
t hat a s so m e t h i ng t h ey s ho u l d n ' t p r ov i d e b e c au se i t ' s j u s t
permis s i v e . I , y o u k no w, I ' m t r y i ng t o so r t t h i s ou t . I ' m
t h i n k i n g t h r o u g h , a nd i t ' s b ee n awh i l e s i n c e I wa s a 12 - , 1 3 - ,
14-yea r - o l d g i r l , bu t I wa s so r t o f c l u e l e s s , y ou k n o w ? I mea n ,
I was like one of those duds and so I'm trying to think back to
t hat m i n d- s e t ( l au g h) o f ho w y o u w o u ld f i gu r e y ou r wa y o u t o f
this. And so, you know, maybe written material works better for
s ome p eo p l e t h a t mi g h t n ee d i n f o r ma t i o n t h a n f c someo n e w h o
wouldn ' t h av e h ad a c l u e h ow to . . . whe r e t o go o r wh o t c t a l k t o .
And I ' m r a m b l i ng h e r e , b u t I ' m n o t su r e . I t h i n k t her e i s a
value t o wr i t t e n i n f o r m a ti on . I wo u l d h op e t h e s ch o ol d i s t r i c t s
would still see that as a responsibility they have to kids, but
I 'm no t su r e t h a t t he k i d i s g o i ng t o k n ow t o a s k i f t h e y d on ' t
have t ha t i n f o r ma t i o n . I d on ' t k n ow . I ' m n o t b e i n g ve r y
helpfu l , but . . .

SENATOR RAIKES: We l l , Se n at o r , t h o ug h , at l e a s t a s I u n de r s t a n d
t he i n t e nt o f t h i s mo d i f i ca t i o n , an d I t h i n k t h e ex a c t l an gu a g e
is still b e ing worked on, as least as I understand the intent,
it would be that there w ould not be a requirement that a piece
o f p a p er b e p r i n t e d up a nd s en t a r ou n d t o e v e r y s t u d en t , b u t
that t he r e wo u l d b e a t l e a st som e sa f e gu a r d t h a t an emp l o ye e o f
the school, be it a school nurse or a school counselor, would be
able t o pr ov i d e t h i s i n f o r ma t i o n wi t h o u t a ny s o r t o f
repercussion. Is that your understanding'?

SENATOR THOMPSON: That goes a long w a y for me . I 'm no t
f amiliar w ith th is be cause I don 't ha v e a soc i a l wo r k
background, I don't have a health background. But I guess ,
o bvio u s l y , I su p po r t t h e 'may' rather than eliminating it
altogether, and I would want a safeguard that a school employee
who m ig h t r e a l i ze wh a t t he s i t u a t i on i s wo u l d k n ow t o t e l l t h a t
chi l d t h e y h a d t h e o p t i o n o f g o i ng t o t h e c ou r t .
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