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SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay .

SENATOR FOLEY: It's a free speech right.

SENATOR THOMPSON: So you' re saying your intent is not to take
that from the school.

SENATOR FOLEY: Public school personnel have free speech rights.
This amendment does not infringe on tha t rig ht. They can
disseminat e t h e i n f orm a t i o n t h at t he y f ee l i s a ppr o p ri a t e . Th i s
amendment doesn't stop it. It just says you' re not required to
disseminate written information i n the class room to 133 ,000
students every year, grades 7 to 12, regarding the judicial
waiver process and the abortion...their right to an ab ortion.
We' re not re q uiring them, that's not part of their mission, to
disseminat e t h a t i nf or m a t io n . I f t he y wa nt t o d i s se m i n at e s om e
i nformation, my amendment doesn' t s t o p i t .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Okay. Th ank you.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you , Sen ator Th ompson. Senato r
Chambers, and as you know, this is your third time coming up,
followed by Senators Mossey and Louden on the Foley amendment to
LB 249 .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . President, members of the Legislature, an
amendment is being prepared that would make this voluntary on
the parts of the schools. It would strike that first 'shall' in
the beginning of this section, which you don't have before you,
but instead of saying each school district shall provide written
information, it says each school district may. Then, where it
says the information shall explain and so 'orth, that becomes a
statement that says, if information is provided, this is the
information that would be provided. Then a sentence is stricken
which says the provisions of this section shall be n arrowly
construed to require a s chool district to provide only the
information specified in this section, the provisions of this
section, and so f orth. When that has been prepared, we will
p robably have to make copies and hand t hem a ro und . Bu t the
purpose of the amendment is to change this from being a mandate
to being permissive, because I cannot say strongly enough that I
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