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went t o t h e Edu ca t i o n Com m i tt ee . I t wa s r e p o r t e d o u t o n a
unanimous vote. It relates to a mandate that was placed into
s tatut e a n u mber o f yea r s a g o r ega r d i n g t he d i ssem i n a t i o n o f
a bort i o n - r e l a t e d i nf o rm a t i o n t o st uden t s i n t he pu b l i c sch o o l
system, grades 7 through 12. A nd each yea r, as the publ ic
school system complies with this mandate, it raises a number of
questions an d some con troversy. The pub l i c schoo l
a dminis t r a t o r s , t he S ta t e B o ar d o f E d u c a t i o n , t he A s s o c i a t i o n o f
School Boards and other public school groups have supported the
e l i m i n a t i o n o f t h i s ma n d a t e . T he r e ' s b ee n b i l l s i n t r o d u ce d
quite a number of years in a row. The bills just never seem to
quite make it to the f inish line, so h opefully with this
amendment we can take care of this issue and this particular
mandate on the public school system. I'd be happy to entertain
any questions and, with that, I'd ask for the approval of
AM0887. Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Foley. You ' ve heard the
opening on AM0887. Open for discussion. Senator Thompson.

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you , Mr . President, members of the
b ody . I d o n ' t k n o w w h o f o r s u r e t o d i r e c t t h i s t o , so I ' m g o i n g
to ask Senator Raikes to answer this question because it was his
c ommit t e e .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Raikes, would you yield to a question
from Senator Thompson?

SENATOR RAIKES: Yes, I would.

SENATOR THOMPSON: You know, I certainly understand why s c hools
don' t wa nt t o do t hi s and . . .b ut I gue s s my c o n cer n i s f or a
child who is a victim of incest or abuse by someone where she
has n o way t o g e t t h i s i n f o r ma t i on , o r s h e n e e ds t o t a l k t o
someone, needs to know what recourse an d how to get to the
court, which is where a decision could be made in these special
c i r c u ms t a n c es . Wa s t h e r e an y d i s cu ss i o n i n t h e co mmi t t e e o f
what takes the place of this if this isn't there?

SENATOR RA IKES: S e nator, you raise a good point and I can give
you one pe r spec t i v e , a n d I ho p e y o u ' l l as k ot he r s as we l l . I
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