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SENATOR SMITH: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Smith. S enator Thompson.

SENATOR THOM PSON : Thank y ou , Mr . Sp e a k e r , me mb e r s , o r
Mr. President and members of the body. Senator Jensen referred
to the 17 amendments that are attached here and possibly more,
a nd that's because there are...these aren't amendments where w e
are changing a number or kind of some of the typical ways that a
filibuster o f th is nat ure w o uld go . These are seri ous
amendments, and the one that I support of Senator Byars is o n ly
one of them . O ther things that are going to be coming up are
eliminating the subsidy of the motorcycle safety classes,
requiring everyone to take the safety class; cleaning up rules
and regulations language. One amendment provides for an annual
fee for those providing the course, and this is what is done in
other diversion requirements for courses...in the diversion
class requirement courses t hat are run by the Department of
Motor V e h i c l e s a n d t h i s wo u l d j u s t pu t t.h at a t t h e same me t h o d .
Another would allow D MV mo r e latitude to suspend or refuse a
safety class or an instructor permit. And also there is an
amendment that would s e t a sunset, so that we can measure the
effectiveness of the law and act accordingly. And there is also
an amendment coming up o n ey ewear specifications. This
i s . . . t h e r e a r e l o t s of t h i ng s t h a t ne e d t o b e i m p r o ved i n t hi s
b ill, so I think it's good we are taking time t o work t h r o ug h
some of these amendments, but I also think that, fundamentally,
the issue is not going to change over what the impact is of not
wearing helmets. And the study I am going to cite now was done
f or t h e D e p a r tm en t o f T r a ns p o r t a t i o n . Th e i r d i v i s i on i s ca l l ed
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, which other
senators have been referencing, and I do think the NHTSA, w h ich
i s t h e Na t i o n a l Hi g hw a y Tr a f f i c Sa f e t y Adm i n i st r a t i o n o f t h e
U .S. D e p a r t m en t o f T r a n sp o r t a t i o n mo t t o o r l o g o i s ve r y t e l l i n g ;
P eople Saving People. And this is the group that recommends t o
states based on da ta co llected f rom stu dies, m any of them
f i n a n ced b y t h e sa m e g r ou p , t h a t su p p o r t t he f a c t t h a t h e l me t
l aws a r e i mp o r t a n t f o r a l ot o f r e a s on s , pu b l i c s a f e t y a n d
health reasons, as well as the costs reasons. T his part icular
study that was commissioned was you have a literature review of
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