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other words , i f you d i dn ' t ha v e i t . .

SENATOR SMITH : Okay , so 6 0 out of 100, I mean 60 out of 100
what?

SENATOR JENSEN: I f y ou ' r e we a r i n g a h e l me t , i t ' s e f f e c t i v e i n
preventing brain trauma injury. If you don't have one, the
chances would be 67 percent higher than if you did h ave a
helmet .

SENATOR SMI TH : Si x t y - se ve n t i me s mo r e l i k e l y t o su s t a i n a n
i njur y wea r i n g a h e l me t t h a n no t w e a r i n g a h e l m e t ?

SENATOR JENSEN: N o , no, not wearing a h e lmet as opposed to
wearing a helmet.

SENATOR SMITH: I'm sorry. Yes . Okay, because...I mean I could
s ay t h a t . ..I mean when you take percentages and so forth and in
2000 there were three fatalities on m otorcycles, an d in 2001
t her e we r e 12 . Bu t i t wou l d b e u n f a i r f o r me t o sa y t ha t t he r e
were 40 0 p e r c e n t m or e . I me an , so I c an u s e a l o t o f nu mb e r s t o
s upport a n a r g ument , b u t w e n eed t o l oo k a t al l t he i nf or m a t i o n ,
and tha t ' s w h y t h e N i ami He r a l d , w h o r e p e a le d t h e i r hel me t l aw,

were 20 percent more motorcycles on the road. So the death rate
per 10,000 riders went down, in fact. That...it went down w h en
you look at deaths per 10,000. Now the doctors would say deaths
went up, and that's what they saw firsthand, and I would expect
them to do that. But when you take a c omprehensive look at
things, that's w h at's i mportant. We need to look at the
comprehensive p i c t u r e , t he b i g p i c t ur e , a n d t hat ' s w h y t h e N i a m i
Herald says, motorcycle deaths soared, but e ven t he experts
Bon't know why. And they go on to aay that they don't know why
because there hasn't been a comprehensive study done since the
seventies, and that's why when you even look further, you know,
I r ece i ved s ome i n f or m a t i o n f r om som e ot her f o l ks oppos i n g
LB 303, but ev en their information says that their data is not
conclus i ve . And I r eal l y t hi nk t h at i t ' s i mpor t an t , we hea rd
f rom Se n a t o r Ha r t n e t t , a nd I a pp r e c i a t e d h i s r e ma r k s , wh e n i t
said , i f w e' r e g o i n g t o e rr bet w een government r es t r i c t i on and
f reedom, I t h i nk we ' d b e t t e r e r r o n t h e s i d e o f f r e e do m ,
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