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SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR HARTNETT: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Hartnett. Senator Jensen,
on the Byars amendment, followed by Senator Baker.

SENATOR JENSEN : Thank you , Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. S enator Byars, would you reply to a question,
p lease?

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Se na t o r By a r s , wo u l d yo u r e sp o n d ?

SENATOR BYARS: Ye s , I wi l l .

SENATOR JENSEN: You made a statement or were reading that only
50 percent of the m o torcycle r iders a r e ins ured . Is that
c orrec t ?

SENATOR BYARS : That 's right. That's from a study done by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. They ' ve said
only slightly more than half of motorcycle crash victims have
private health insurance.

SENATOR JENSEN: Thank you, Senator Byars. A ctual ly, S e nator
Dan Ly n ch b r ou g h t t h e h e l me t l a w t o Ne b r a s k a , a f t e r se v e r a l
y ears o f t r y i ng t o br i ng s u c h a l a w. And i t was f i nal l y w h e n h e
f ound t ha t b a c k t h e n , i n '88, less than half of the motorcycle
riders had insurance, and so when they were injured and went to
the hospital, there was no insurance, and e i ther th e hosp ital
had to pick that up or the state or whatever. And it was really
t ha t o n e f a c t o r t h a t f i n a l l y co nv i n c e d t h e L eg i s l a t u r e t h a t we
need to have a helmet law. And I had thought that that
insurance rating had gone up since then but, evidently, it has
not . Now , Se na t o r Sm i t h , I t h i n k i f y ou wo u l d l oo k a t t h e
statistics, the e st imates ar e th at Nebraska, about somewhere
between 9 and 11 p e rcent o f the automobile driv ers are
uninsured. And you know tha t, of course, they have to show
proof o f i n su r an c e b e f o r e t h e y g e t t h e i r l i ce n s e , bu t t he n some
of t h e m d r op t h a t . Bu t t h a t ' s a mu ch lo we r f i gu r e , a n d t h e n
plus the fact that in an automobile we do have laws that say you
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