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make helmets optional for ride rs over 2 1 with two years '
experience and a safety training program. Both men cite a study
by a national traffic safety agency that showed fatality rates
were h i g h e r i n s t a t e s wi t h man d a t o r y h e l m e t l a ws f o r a l l r i d e r s
than in states without such laws. But the state where the study
was actually c ompiled b y the A BA T E N ic higan branch, though
represented by the group's web site as a 16- year-old study of
all 15 states. N r . Tyson with the traffic safety agency said
f edera l st u d i e s a c t u a l l y s ho w e d j u s t t h e o pp o s i t e o f t he ABAT E
c la i m . Th e se s t u d i e s co n s i st e n t l y sh o w t h a t f a t a l i t y r a t e s we r e
l owe r wh e n t h e u n i v e r s a l he l me t l a ws we r e i n e f f e c t ; mo s t r a t e s
ranged from 20 to 40 percent lower. Nr . Drolet said h e re lied
on the adv ice of another state representative, Gene DeRossett,
who had been active on the issue. Nr . DeRossett did not return
p hone c a l l s , t h ou g h h i s st a f f a l so c i t e d f i n d i n g s t h ey s a i d c am e
from the sa fety ...safe...traffic s afet y ag en cy , b u t
appeared. ..but actually appeared to have come from ABATE. A f ter
being questioned by the New York T im e s, A BA TE changed the
statement o n the web site that said the study was conducted by
the h i g h way s a f e t y o r g a n i z a t i on . Nr . Dr o l e t sa i d t h e ma t t e r
only comes down to the freedom of choice. If we are to err on
the side of liberty or g overnment c ontrol, h e sa id, I p ick
liberty. Linda Green, who lives in Grand Rapids, Nichigan, sees
it differently. Eleven years ago.. .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

S ENATOR HAR T N ETT : . ..her son, Brian, then 26, was thrown from
h is motorcycle, an off-road bike. Though Brian, wh o was not
wearing a helmet, survived, he suffered severe brain damage and
t hen now is in adult foster care. It's better to be s afe tha n
sorry, she said. We ' re living the sorry. H er son's medical
problem also highlights the issue of cost. N ichigan takes ca re
of him, she said of her son, adding that the cost topped over a
m illion mark easily. A ll sides wan t a study on what ro le
helmets, aging riders, horsepower, and other factors play. But
an estimated cost between 2 m illion an d 3 m illion d oes not
appear imminent. James Berard, a Democratic spokesman on the
House Transportation Committee said a new transit financing bill
was in the early stage.
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