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SENATOR SMITH: T ha nk you. And I only touch on tha t iss ue
b ecause I b e l i e ve i t ' s v e r y i mp o r t a n t wh e n w e t a l k ab o ut co s t s
a nd rising costs and, as I' ve characterized it, as c arnage an d
mayhem, we need to be careful about the numbers we use. N ow the
numbers that I ' ve collected here are significantly lower. And
that's why I refer to the Health and Human Ser vices, th e ones
who wr i t e t h e c h e ck f o r t h e Me d i ca i d , t h a t ' s why I r e f e r t o t h e
information they list, and it's considerably different. Bu t I
want to go back to what I started on, and LB 303 seeks to treat
motorc y c l i s t s l i k e e v e r y o n e e l se . Ri g h t no w t he y a r e t r e a t ed a s
second class citizens. And I don't even own a motorcycle, have
a m o to r c y c l e l i ce n s e , an d I h av e t o t e l l y ou t h a t whe n I came
int o t h i s b od y , I wa s a l i t t l e app r e h en s i v e ab ou t t h i s i s su e .
But the more I' ve looked at the numbers, the more I' ve looked at
t he r e a s o n a b l e r e qu e s t s , t h e s t r o ng er I f e e l t h a t we c an , a s t h e
state of Neb raska, i n stead of taking aw ay freedoms, we can
restore some. So I look to the fact, yo u kno w when we hear
people say, we ll, motorcyclists, they don't have insurance, we
end up p a y i n g f o r t h e m. We l l , t h e f a c t i s mo t o r cy c l i s t s h av e
insurance about the same amount of time as a car driver or a car
owner, someone involved in a car accident. I t's about the same,
but yet we don ' t single o u t car d rivers like we single out
motorcycle riders. And we hear from health p r ofessionals, a nd
there are con sistent v iewpoints, an d there are con sistent
viewpo i n t s . The r e i s a co n s i s t e n t v i e wp o i n t t h a t I se e a n d
that's health c are providers, health professionals, who ride a
motorcycle, they generally s a y, yo u know, we ' re responsible
enough to dec ide f o r ourselves, especially with the training.
And we have the opportunity with LB 303 to increase the num ber
of trained r iders . Now train ing on moto rcycles p revents
a ccid e n t s . A he l me t wi l l n o t p r e v e n t a n a c c i d en t f r om
o ccur r i n g , wi l l n o t . Fl a t ou t , wi l l no t p r ev e n t a n a c c i d e n t
from occurring. So we have the oppo rtunity to treat
motorcyclists like others. Now the reason why I'm opposed to
t h i s a m e ndment i s b e c au s e i t ' s a n a s su m p ti o n t h a t s ome o ne i s
g ui l t y j u s t b y t h e wa y t he y l oo k . No w, . . .

SENATOR CUDABACK : One m in u t e .

SENATOR SM I T H : . . . imagin e f o r a mom en t i f we sa i d , n ow w e a l l
know it's important to have a driver's license, what if we m a de
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