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dying, we can consider what we do successful. I f you talk i n
terms of five...

SENATOR CUDABACK: T i me .

SENATOR BYARS: .. .and ten...thank you, Senator Cudaback.

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Byars. Se nator Smith, on
t he By ar s a m e ndment , A M 1 3 6 5 .

SENATOR SMITH: Thank you, Mr. President and members. Ag ain, I
will not let someone mischaracterize this issue. Senator Byars,
w ould Senato r B y ar s y i e l d f or a qu e s t i o n , pl ea s e ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Se n a t o r By a r s , wi l l y o u y i e l d ' ?

SENATOR BYARS: Ye s , I wi l l .

SENATOR SMITH : You m igh t have stated the source of the last
number that you listed, or set of numbers that you listed, what
was t h a t ?

SENATOR BYARS: This came from Theresa Huber, at the University
o f Neb r a sk a M e d i c a l Ce n t e r , an d sh e g i v e s u s t h e we b s i t e s t h a t
we can go to for verification of these figures.

SENATOR SMITH: S o now when you said the cost and so forth, was
that list price or what most Nebraskans would pay v ia health
i nsurance or Med i ca i d wh i ch i s cons i der a b l y l ess t ha n l i s t
p rice?

SENATOR BYARS: I don 't know. This is the . . . thes e a r e t h e
average costs for treating these individuals. And many times in
hospital scenarios, you' ve got an amount of m oney that is
c harged . Man y t i me s t h e h o sp i t a l s h av e t o wr i t e o f f a
substa n t i a l a mo u nt o f t h i s . I n t h e i n s t a n ce s , wh e n p e o p l e a r e
being served by M edicaid or Med icare, t h ere a re neg otiated
prices and I'm sure that's taken into the average. But without
having pu l l e d . . . t h e we b s i t e pul l ed u p h e r e , I cou l dn ' t t e l l you
for su r e , h o n e s t l y .
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