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a bout cos t o f he a d i nj ur i e s . Nat i onw i d e , t he t ot a l econo m i c
costs fo r al l head i nj ur i es app r oa c h $ 5 b i l l i on per yea r i n
direc t and i ndi r ec t cos t s of medi ca l , r ehab i l i t at i ve , and
support services, and lost wages. For an individual, for an
indi v i d u a l , o n e p e r s on , t h e l i f e t i m e c o s t s fo r car e o f a head
injur y su r v i v o r ar e e st i mat e d t o be bet we en 4 . 1 m i l l i on an d
9 mi l l i o n d o l l ar s . I n t erm s o f acu t e c a r e , t he a v e r age h o sp i t a l
stay fo r a pat i en t wi t h a seve r e h e ad i n j ur y i s appr o x i m a te ly 45
to 60 days at a cost of $324,000 per person. And on average,
the posthospital rehabilitation services cost $125,000 per year,
and may be required for several years. For many people that I
know with traumatic brain injuries, this goes on for the rest of
their life. I think that it's very apparent that th e cost to
t he s t a t e f o r p e o p l e who a r e n o t we a r i n g t h e i r he l me t s i s
s ubsta n t i a l , an d I t h i n k e v i d e n c e su p p o r t s t h a t . I s t ha i i s sue
enough, a s Sen ator Th ompson has said, for us to change public
pol i cy ? Ye s . I s i t i ssue e n o ugh fo r us t o ma i n t a i n t he pub l i c
policy that we have? Y es . I t hink it's absolutely imperative.
You look at another report entitled 'Cost of Injuries Resulting
From Mo torcycle C r ashes,' p ublished i n November of 2002, it
f ound t ha t m o t o r c y c l e h e l met u s e c o n s i s t e n t l y de c r e a sed t h e c o s t
of medica l t r ea t ment fo r mo t o r c y c l e co l l i s i ons . I quot e f r om
that study: These studies consistently found that helmet use
reduced the fatality rates, the probability and severity of head
injuries, the cost of medical treatment, the length of hospital
s tay , t he neces s i t y f or spec i al med i c a l t r ea t men ts , a n d t he
p robabi l i t y of l ong - t e r m d i s a b i l i t y .

SENATOR CUDABACK. One minute.

SENATOR BYARS: And I have those sites for you t o go to,
senator, to verify this information, if you would like to do
t hat . And I hope t h at hel ps you move t o suppo r t of t h i s
amendment . I wou l d a l so l i k e t o t ak e a mom e nt , a n d I do n ' t ha v e
a whole lot time , so maybe I 'll just summarize a little bit,
r ela t i v e t o t he r ed u c t i o n i n de a t h s f r o m t h e t i m e t hat . . . t o t he
years pr i o r t o t he mo t o r c y c l e he l m et l aw g o i n g i nt o ef f ec t and
a f te r i t we n t i n t o e f f e c t . I ' ve he a r d o n t h i s f l o o r b e f o r e , a nd
I t h i nk Se n a t o r Ch a mber s m i g h t h a ve e v en s a i d t h i s mo r n i ng i n
o ne of h i s sp e e ches r e f e r r i n g t o ot he r s o n t h i s f l oor , y ou k n o w ,
i f we sa v e o n e l i f e i n t h i s st a t e , i f we k e ep o n e p e r s on f r om
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